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Adams For All-Party Talks To Break ‘Impasse’ 


MS0808135795 Belfast BELFAST TELEGRAPH 
in English 7 Aug 95 p 5 


[Report by Vincent Kearney: "Start Talks Now, May- 
hew Warned" ] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Gerry Adams has warned Sir 
Patrick Mayhew that the government must convene all- 
party talks to break the political impasse. 


The warning was spelt out during the two private 
meetings between the Sinn Fein leader and Martin 
McGuinness with Sir Patrick and Political Development 
minister Michael Ancram. 


Mr Adams told the Secretary of State it was critical that 
talks were convened and said he wanted an answer to 
the demand soon. 


He rejected the government's argument that it could 
not make such a move because of pressure from Tory 
backbenchers and the unionists, and gave a clear signal 
that IRA hardliners are growing restless. 


"They are, to some degree, using the unionists as an 
excuse. I think that if there is anything beyond tactical 
manoeuvering on their part, it has to do with their own 
backbenchers. 


“We told them that is their problem and that we have 
backbenchers too,” he told the Dublin-based SUNDAY 
BUSINESS POST. 


UNITED KINGDOM 1 


Mr Adams said he believed the two ministers took the 
warning seriously and knew what was required to break 
the current deadlock. 


"The British government has to be innovative and 
imaginative and send a clear signal to nationalist Ireland, 
and particularly the republican constituency, that they 
are serious, that they want to move this forward, that 
they will call all-party talks and that the delays and 
Stalling tactics have come to an end, he said. 


But Sir Patrick has warned that his hands are tied 
by the Cabinet, which he said would block any move 
to all-party talks involving Sinn Fein without tangible 
evidence of IRA decommissioning. 


He told yesterday's OBSERVER: "! would not get Cabi- 
net approval for eniering substantive dialogue with Sinn 
Fein. It's not simply a question of the backbenchers.” 


Meanwhile, former Taoiseach Albert Reynolds has 
again accused John Major of bad faith for failing to 
honour commitments given to the IRA in the run-up to 
its ceasefire last year. 


Mr Reynolds claimed the British government had pri- 
vately given firm undertakings to start all-party talks 
and tackle the early release and transfer of paramilitary 
prisoners. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Kinkel Concerned That Planned Talks Anti-Muslim 


LD0908090495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0824 GMT 9 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Cologne (DDP/ADN) — Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has emphatically 
rejected a solution to the Balkan conflict that would 
be to the detriment of the Muslims. In an interview 
published in Wednesday's edition of the KOELNER 
STADT- ANZEIGER Kinkel said that the planned talks 
between Russia, Serbia, and Croatia should indeed be 
given a positive assessment. However, they should “not 
harm the interests of the Muslims in any way.” This was 
the danger of holding such talks with two parties to the 
conflict. 


Kinkel urgently called upon the Croatian side to return 
to the negotiating table, to observe human rights in the 
recaptured Krajina, and to encourage the Serb refugees 
to return to the areas they had left. There should be 
“no de facto ethnic cleansing.” Kinkel stressed that 
perhaps the situation that had now arisen offered new 
opportunities for political peace talks. These chances 
had to be taken advantage of. In the final analysis, 
there could only be a political solution in the former 
Yugoslavia. 


Kinkel: ‘New Opportunities’ for Balkans Peace 


LDO0808182295 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1831 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Cologne (DDP/ADN) — Ac- 
cording to German Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel, the 
new situation in the former Yugoslavia could present 
new opportunities for political peace negotiations. These 
must be exploited, Kinkel told the KOELNER STAD- 
TANZEIGER (Wednesday edition). This applies just as 
much to further developments in Croatia as it does to 
developments in Bosnia, where talks with the president 
of the rump Yugoslavia, Slohodaii Milosevic, could now 
perhaps enter a new phase after all. “In the end there can 
only be a political solution in the former Yugoslavia.” 


The minister evaluated as positive the invitations from 
the leader in the Kremlin, Boris Yeltsin, to Milosevic 
and Croatian President Franjo Tudjman. !f those talks 
come about, they should in no way be at the Bosnians’ 
expense, he said. This is the danger in talks with only 
two of the parties to the conflict. 
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Croatia Seen As ‘Wolf in Ally’s Clothing’ 
AU0908100495 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 9 Aug 95 p4 


(Commentary by “jj": “Who Protects Bosnia From Its 


{FBIS Translated Text] Bil! Clinton believes it — as 
does THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, his ideological 
archenemy: That the Croatian lightning victory over the 
Serbs in Knin will bolster prospects for a “diplomatic 
solution,” that is, for peace. Even Boris Yeltsin seems to 
share this hope, since he has invited Messrs. Tudjman 
and Milosevic, the strong men of Zagreb and Belgrade, 
to Moscow for immediate peace talks. 


At first glance, this interpretation seems to be rather 
plausible. Surely the Serbs (hundreds of thousands of 
whom are now ficeing from Croatia) have been terribly 
sobered up? Has not sheer force been effective where 
there were endless and fruitless talks before? Should 
the Bosnian Serbs now be quite happy about the offer 
of the Contact Group to give half of Bosnia to them 
and the other half to the Bosnian-Croatian federation? 
Theoretically yes: However, whether things will indeed 
be so in the real world of the Balkans remains to be 
seen. 


Even worse: The Bosnians themselves cannot be really 
happy about the Croatian victory. Tudjman’s army — 
now wonderfully armed (because 1 grabs half of all 
weapons intended for the Muslims as “toll") — is a 
wolf in ally’s clothing. What the Croats have done to 
the Serbs they can also do to the Bosnians. One look 
at the map tells more than Clinton’s noble hopes. The 
tormented Bosnia lies like a wedge between Serbia and 
Croatia. In reality, it is not a buffer so much as a magnet 
— a constant invitation to be divided. Soon Clinton and 
his friends might have a double millstone around their 
necks: having to save Bosnia not only from the Serbs 
but also from the Croats. 


Kinkel Doubtful Paris To Halt Nuclear Testing 


LD0808185995 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
1858 GMT 8 Aug 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] Cologne (DDP/ADN) — Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel is not very hopeful 
that France will decide not to go ahead with its plans 
to Carry out nuclear testing in the Pacific. “I'm rather of 
the view that the French Government will not be per- 
suaded to change its decision,” Kinkel told KOELNER 
STADT-ANZEIGER. 


Germany is still against further testing, Kinkel said. 
Kinkel said he used his talks with the new French 
Government to make it clear “that our position is the 
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correct one.” However, the fact should not be ignored 
that France has helped Germany a great deal in the past 
with regard to security issues “also by means of the 
deterrent of nuclear weapons.” 


Calls for End to All Tests 


LD0908094295 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 
0842 GMT 9 Aug 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Hamburg (DDP/ADN) — Ger- 
man Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has called on the nu- 
clear powers to agree to the end of all nuclear weapons 
testing in a comprehensive treaty. “Only thus can fur- 
ther tests be prevented permanently,” Kinkel said in the 
latest edition of BILDWOCHE. 


He has “great respect” for the protests by the environ- 
mental protection organization Greenpeace as long as 
their actions took place within the framework of the 
law, he added. However, the minister categorically re- 
jected a boycott of France. “France is our partner and 
you don’t boycott a partner.” 


Kinkel also expressed skepticism about the plan by 
Bundestag deputies to sail to the French nuclear testing 
area on the Mururoa Atoll with politicians from other 
countries. It is not his job to tell others what to do. 
“Anyone who wants to change things should, however, 
principally use the political channels open to him.” 


New Poll Shows Voter Center Shifting Left 


9SENO346A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 12 Jul 95 p5 


[Article by Dr Elisabeth Noelle-Neumann, head of the 
Allensbach Demoscopic Institute: “The Thirs Party— 
The Balance Between Left and Right Is Being Lost") 


{[FBIS Translated Text) A society changes and so does 
the climate of opinion. If it happens, as many expect, 
that there is a change in the party occupying the position 
of the third party in the German party spectrum and 
that the Liberals are wiped out, being replaced by the 
Greens, then a development over 30 years will find its 
symbolic conclusion. 


To be sure, it is not yet certain that it will come to this. 
The vehement altercations in the FDP [Free Democratic 
Party] between the New Right and the traditional left 
wing are based precisely on the fact that there is still 
a fight about the principle of the middle. Is it possible, 
during the great climatic shift to the left that has beea 
taking place in Germany since 1967, to preserve this 
space of openness, compromise, and tolerance in the 
middie of the party spectrum? Is it possible to give 
this capacity to mix approval and disapproval of ideas 
and individuals a place in a party, the FDP, whereby 


G’ AMANY 3 


this mixture is based not on indifference and not on 
opportunism but on the willingness to see a matter or a 
controversy through the eyes of another person as well? 


Here rises the great warning signal of political correct- 
ness, which always shows whether a society is in a 
breaking test on values. The expression “political cor- 
rectness” is new but the process of the struggle for pub- 
lic opinion, which is what it is all about, has long been 
known. Since ethnologists discovered the taboo in Poly- 
nesia in the last century, the term taboo has been used 
for the phase of the prohibition of themes and theses 
and the mentioning of persons. That is, instead of the 
positive end, the provisional end of a struggle for opin- 
ion through the application of “political correctness,” 
the negative end is affirmed through the declaration of 
a taboo. But when a society resoris—unconsciously—to 
this means to secure the necessary Consensus, the mat- 
ter itself is not decided; volcanic ground seethes under 
any political correctness and any taboo, ground that can 


erupt again unpredictably. 


For the first time, it is possible through the means 
of demoscopy to observe how a climate of opinion 
changes. The first phase was like . torrent that occurred 
between 1967 and 1972. The middle-class values of 
politeness, cleanliness, orderliness, and diligence, to 
name just a few, lost their general binding character and 
the process was given the name “change of values.” It 
continued throughout the entire 1970's and 1980's, not 


in every aspect bul in many. 


It was crystallized in the party of the Greens at the 
beginning of the 1980's. The Greens challenged the 
society's consensus on values, with extreme creeds on 
the violation of norms, in politics, in esthetics, in the 
forms of everyday relations—the “rules of conduct"— 
and in morality and religion. 


In the mid-1970's, a new instrument appeared in the 
Allensbach polls, an instrument that accompanied the 
process of the change in the climate from the right to the 
left from that time on. The persons polled were given a 
scale with the values from zero for “completely left" to 
100 for “completely right” and asked to mark their own 
political position with a cross on the scale. Beginning in 
1981, this self-classification of the political position was 
also included in international surveys in which Allens- 
bach was involved. The persons questioned, in Germany 
as well as in other countries, have no trouble with this; 
more than 90 percent of them place themselves on the 
political spectrum. The categories “left” and “right” that 
have been in use since the Enlightenment have a simi- 
lar meaning in all of the countries in which the question 
could be asked. 
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4 GERMANY 


At the beginning of the 1990's, different places became 
interested in clarifying the content of these categories 
“left” and “right.” We have this work—tectures, series 
of articles, symposiums, and books—to thank for the 
findings upon which “left” and “right” can be compared 
today, bolstered by empirical social research. Briefly 
sketched, it can be said that: 


—Left stands for the value of e~uality and right for 
differentiation and differences of an individual, social, 
and national nature. 


Linked with this is the leftist value of the antiauthoritar- 
ian and the nghtist value of the authoritarian hierarchy. 


—A leftist value is closeness, warmth, and informality, 
whereas a rightist value is distance and manners. In 
German, the linguistic difference between Du and Sie 
is part of this. 


—Freedom in the understanding of the Left and Right 
are opposites and have been increasingly so since the 
French Revolution: in the understanding of the leftists, 
freedom is primarily freedom from want, security, and 
safety, for which the state must take responsibility. 


Freedom in the understanding of the rightists is precisely 
the opposite~-freedom from state interference and thus 
also the willingness to take risks, effort, activity. and 
development of one’s one strengths. 


—In the economic field, the result is the leftist value 
of planning and public control and the rightist value 
of the protection of private enterprise, competition, and 
protection of private property as a natural right. 


—From the point of view of the Left, the environment 
is determinate and the society is made responsible for 
the well-being of the individual, whereas from the point 
of view of the Right the responsibility lies with the 
individual and the individual is held responsibie. 


— Whatever is international and cosmopolitan is a leftist 
value linked with equality, whereas the national is 
a rightist value linked with the high assessment of 
differentiation. 


When one is equipped with such a sketch of the “left” 
and “right” camps and their worlds of values, it is easier 
to recognize the meaning of the shift to the left that has 
been observed in western Germany since the inclusion 
of the left-right scale in surveys to Categorize one’s own 
political pesition. It also becomes clear why it will be 
critically important for the political and economic future 
of Germany for the balance to be maintained between 
rightist and leftist values. 


In an interview on the red-green coalition talks in North 
Rhine-Westphalia, Rudolf Scharping said that today the 
Greens are no longer suitable as a bugaboo. The Greens, 
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it has been said, have become “a quite normal party.” 
Is this confirmed by demoscopy? 


Important changes can be observed between 1982 and 
1995. Meanwhile, the task of provocation of middle- 
class values, which was fulfilled by the Greens through- 
out the 1980's, is now largely finished. The change in 
values has been set in motion. 


Since the beginning of the 1990's, the general popula- 
tion and the Greens have been moving toward each other 
in important areas. In 1985, the voters of the Greens 
rated themselves at 34 points on the left-right scale, just 
as far left as the PDS [Party for Democratic Social- 
ism] today or the Republikaner on the other end with 
78 points as the extreme right. By 1995, the position of 
the Greens had moved to the middle and today with 39 
points (42 points in the east) they are classified quite 
similarly to the SPD [Social Democratic Party of Ger- 
many] (44 points). In key questions such as support for 
NATO, the Greens are now very close to the followers 
of the SPD. 


Some features in the statistical portrait have changed. 
The age group under 30 no longer makes up about two- 
thirds of the supporters but only 44 percent in the spring 
of 1995. Still, the Greens remain a youth party, whose 
adherents different substantially from the other parties. 


in the 1980's, the political interest of the Greens 
exceeded that of all other parties. That has been reduced 
to normalcy along with the declining share of men in 
the followers of the Greens. They were 50 percent in 
the 1980's, whereas now, in 1995, their share is 41 
percent and the women dominate. From the time of 
the founding of the Greens, the higher schools had an 
important share in the raising of the new generation 
for the Greens, whereas older Greens beyond the age 
of 30 increasingly went over to the SPD. The share of 
graduates of higher schools is still a characteristic of 
the Greens and if anything it has become even more 
pronounced (68 percent), with the resulting increased 
potential for conflict with worker interests: the conflict 
between ecology and economy. 


Despite a!' of the normalization, the Greens still contrast 


greatly with the rest of the population in questions 
such as drug consumption, use of public transportation 
without paying, and violence against the police. Today 
the Greens under 30 years of age distance themselves 
from their parents just as much as they did in past 
years. In response to the question that asked in which 
of five individually named areas they agree with their 
parents, 42 percent answer: “In none of these values” 
or “I do not know,” a response that is given by only 
24 percent of the rest of the young generation. Even 
that is considerably more than in other West European 
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countries or the United States, where about 10 percent 
distance themselves from their parents in this way. 

If one compares the position of the Liberals and Greens 
in nuMerous controversies, it can easily be seen in which 
direction the climate of opinion in Germany would shift 
if the position of the “third party” is left to the Greens. 


Czech Sentiments Concerning Germany Viewed 
YSCHO314A Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
ALLGEMEINE in German 17 Jul 95 p8 


[Article by Berthold Kohler: “Feared and Admin4— 
What the Czechs Think of the Germans] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prague, 16 July—"“Germany is 
our inspiration and our grief; a source of understandable 
trauma, of many prejudices and misconceptions and of 
standards to which we refer. Some view Germany as 
our greatest hope while others consider it our greatest 
danger.” No one has summarized the inner conflict of 
the Czechs vis-a-vis their great neighbor to the West 
better than President Havel in his speech at Charles 
University last February. No other country but Germany 
elicits such strong and contradictory feelings among the 
Czechs. They both love and hate the Germans; they 
admire and fear them and are attracted and repelled by 
them at the same time. 


A survey of a representative sample of 1,347 Czechs 
conducted by the Ivan Gabal polling organization on 
behalf of the Prague office of the Friedrich Naumann 
Foundation between late May and carly June has 
now provided empirical data on these split feelings. 
Asked about their feelings with regard to Germany, 53 
percent of the respondents said “fear;” 51 percent said 
“insecurity;” 51 percent said “respect” and 46 percent 
said “adiuration.” Fifty-six percent of the respondents 
able to give multiple answers to the questions asked, 
cited the “desire to emulate Germany.” 


Compared with other nations of western Europe, Ger- 
many, the country that has the longest frontier with 
the Czech Republic, does not enjoy a lot of confi- 
dence among the Czechs. Only one-half of the sample 
trusts the Germans. Only the eastern European nations 
of Poland, Slovakia, Hungary and Russia fared worse. 
Of all nations named in the questionnaire the United 
States is viewed as the most reliable by far; followed 
by Great Britain and France. The frequently voiced con- 
tention that distrust vis-a-vis Germany has something to 
do with the fear of the “diminished” Czech state (fol- 
lowing separation from Slovakia) of its enlarged neigh- 
bor [following German unification] was not borne out 
by this survey. Of those polled, 78 percent either felt 
that German unification was either “definiely right” or 
“more or less night.” 
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According to Gabal, the distrust is based on lingering 
Czech doubts regarding the stability of democracy in 
Germany and its ability to resist a rebirth of totalitarian 
ideology. Sixty-nine percent of the respondents believe 
that the danger of a return to National Socialism will 
always exist in Germany. This high percentage remains 
constant throughout all age groups. Generally speaking, 
the members of the younger generation expressed a 
slightly, but only slightly, more favorable opinion of the 
“nemci” than their elders. The image of the Germans, 
the study states, 1s predominantly determined by positive 
as well negative stereotypes regarding the “national 
characteristics” of the neighboring nation. Despite great 
interest in their western neighbors i appears that the 
Czechs do not know an awful lot about them. Only 17 
percent of the respondents were able to come up with 
the name of the sitting German president. “Beneath the 
surface of current relations there appears to be a definite 
information gap which leaves room for emotional and 
historical stereotypes.” The image the Czechs have of 
the Germans is about at the “Dutch level,” Gabal says. 


Czechs who distrust the Germans and their motives also 
are less in favor of the Czech Republic's joining the 
EU and NATO because they fear that Germany will 
use these organizations to impose hegemony. The “op- 
tumists,” on the other hand, hope that integration into 
the European organizations will lead to a relaxation of 
national differences between Germans and Czechs. Ac- 
cording to the study, Czech society displays a “robust 
Euroatlantic onentation” combined with an estrange- 
ment from the other nations of Central Europe. Of those 
polled, 73 percent were “definitely” or “more or less” in 
favor of jomnmg the European Community and 60 per- 
cent were in favor of joining NATO. But differences 
of opimion reappeared when the members of the sample 
were asked what role Germany is playing as a European 
big power. Sixty-one percent said Germany is so demo- 
cratic that it no longer threatens anyone but 61 percent 
also said that Germany is once again striving to attain 


economic and political supremacy in Europe. 


Fears of their German neighbor were particularly pro- 
nounced with regard to Germany's Ostpolitik. Sixty- 
nine percent of the sample believe that the Bonn gov- 
ernment is trying above all to extend its influence in 
eastern Europe. Fifty-eight percent said that Germany is 
striving to make central and eastern European nations 
economically and politically dependent. Fifty percent 
believe that Germany is thinking in terms of territorial 
gains at the expense of the Czech Republic and Poland. 
Forty percent came out in favor of restricting the in- 
Hux of German capital into Bohemia and Moravia even 


as two-thirds of the sample expressed hope for eco- 
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nomic advantage resulting from the activities of “eco- 
nomic growth locomotive” Germany. 


The Czech public assigns great significance for bilateral 
relations to the “Sudeten German problem.” Twenty-six 
percent of the sample view this issue as “very weighty” 
and 41 percent said it was “somewhat serious.” Twenty- 
four percent felt that it is a “peripheral problem” and 4 
percent said it was “of no consequence whatever” while 
5 percent expressed no opinion. Eighty percent of those 
polled believe that the principal concern of the Sudeten 
Germans is the return of their property confiscated 
after World War Il. Fifty-five percent of the sample 
thought the most important issue was the return to 
their old homeland; 52 percent cited moral satisfaction 
and 37 percent thought that renewed annexation by 
Germany was the primary concern of the Sudeten 
Germans. 41 percent of the sample felt that the Czechs 
themselves were responsible for blowing up the issue 
unnecessarily while 51 percent felt they were not. Sixty- 
eighi percent of the sample, a constant percentage over 
the years, called the expulsion of the Sudeten Germans 
a “justifiable retrivution” for the injustice at the hands 
of the Nazis while 16 percent called i an “unjust act 
of violence” and 16 percent had no opinion. Sixty 
percent of the sample were in agreement with the Czech 
governmem’s consistent policy of refusing to deal with 
the Sudeten German issue. But since the government's 
rhetoric at least has recently been quite contradictory, 
the responses to this question give little indication of the 
actual state of public opinion. According to Gabal, the 
claims by the Sudeten Germans threaten to darken the 
Czechs’ overall image of the Germans, if they become 
a dominant issue in bilateral relations. This would be 
the case above all, if their insistence on property and 
citizenship rights were to be viewed as a threat to the 
integrity and existence of the Czech Republic. lt could 
also have a negative impact on the Czechs’ Euroatlantic 
onentauon. 


Despite all the fears and anxieties that beset the Czech 
people when they think about Germany, 79 percent of 
the respondents term relations with Germany “generally 
good” and 56 percent would like to see relations 
continue to develop as they have so far. Two different 
schools of thought emerged with respect to the question 
of how the present relationship might be improved. The 
“distrust” and the nationally onented groups came out in 
favor of a more “self-assured policy” vis-a-vis Germany 
and closer cooperation with historical allies France, 
Great Britain and the United States. The “cooperative” 
camp, on the other hand, was in favor of more mutual 
trust between Germans and Czechs, closer economic 
ties, more youth and information exchange, closer 
cooperation in the border regions and “more German 
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in our schools” (80 percent). A solid 61 percent of the 
respondents said they would like to learn German. The 
desire for greater Communication was not indicative, 
however, “of an interest in assimilation into the German 
milieu or Germanization of Czech society,” the study 
says. The majority of the respondents neither wishes to 
live, nor to work in Germany and only 7 percent would 


AU040816!995 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
4Aug 95 pi! 


[Article by Martin S. Lambeck: “When Will Scharping 
Replace Verheugen?” ) 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Bonn — There are increasing 
indications inside the Social Democratic Party [SPD] 
that party leader Rudolf Scharping wants to replace 
his business manager, Guenter Verheugen. Bodo Hom- 
bach, former SPD business manager in North Rhine- 
Westphalia and currently manager of a steel plant in 
Salzgitter, is considered a likely :cpiacement for Ver- 
heugen. Verheugen’s successor will be appointed at the 
forthcoming SPD congress in Mannheim. According to 
people in Scharping’s entourage, Verheugen is partly 
responsible for the bad advice given to Scharping over 
the past few months. A member of the SPD Presidium 
said: “The gap between Scharping and Verheugen is no- 
ticeably wide. Opposition to Verheugen is growing.” 


Long-serving SPD people describe Verheugen as a 
“liberal-minded moderaizer.” The Seeheim circle of 
SPD reformers secs him as the source of Scharping’s 
errors. Former SPD Bundestag group chief Hans-Ulrich 
Klose is also considered a bitter enemy of Verheugen, 
who has been accused of pursuing a misguided SPD 
foreign and of “mismanaging the affairs of the party 
board.” The SPD will elect a new leadership at its 
November party congress. On 2 September, the Prank- 
furt circle of the party left wing. who have backed Ver- 
heugen until now, will hold a meeting. 


In the meantime, the SPD Bundestag group is also 
considering choosing a new group business manager in 
the autumn. Until now, this post has been held for four 
years, unlike other top SPD posts. Peter Struck, current 
group business manager, told DIE WELT: “If the group 
resolves to elect the business manager only for one year, 
I will not have any problems. ! will simply stand for re- 
election.” 


In this way, Struck dismissed reports that he wants to 
quit because of the disputes inside the party. However, 
he made ti clear that a one year tenure is senseless 
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because the business manager has io make plans that 
go far beyond this time frame. [passage omitted] 


Verheugen Comments oc Farty Split, Greens 
9SENO324A Hamburg DER SPIEGEL in German 
26 Jun 9S pp 33, 36-37 


[Commentary by Guenter Verheugen, SPD party whip: 
“The Major Topic Is Work—Onr His Party's Sense of 
Reality” } 

[FBIS Translated Text] The courage to face reality, 
which Hans-Ulrich Klose [Social Democratic Party of 
Germany (SPD), vice president of the Bundestag] finds 
so painfully lacking in the SPD, does not constitute 
policy but is a fundamental prerequisite for policy. 
There have always been the stubborn types whe cannot 
or will not acknowledge realities and they are to be 
found everywhere—and certainly not to a greater extent 
in the SPD than elsewhere. The real political question, 
however, is whai conclusions does a party draw from 
its observations. Does it accept “reality” and adapt itself 
to it or does it develop a determination to shape it and 
(where necessary) to change it? 

I am a convinced proponent of carefully researching 
social reality but not for the purpose of being able to 
ride the waves of the Zeitgeist as on a surfboard but 
in order to know whether my goals meet with approval 
and to discover where they clash with expectations and 
needs and perhaps even with living standards. The fact 
that Germans certainly want a better environment yet 
are unwilling to pay more for electricity and gasoline 
does not cause me to declare the ecological tax reform 
project to be unrealistic. 
According to its own understanding of itself, the SPD 
is a party of fundamental values. In this, it is in fact 
conservative because these values have not changed in 
more than 130 years of the history of German Social 
Democracy. Without such a foundation in values, a 
party is an unprincipled mob that can go in one direction 
today and in another one tomorrow. This kind of attitude 
is not structurally corservative because it secks to 
change circumstances that are regarded as unfree, as 
unjust, and as not corducive to solidarity. The union 
of freedom and solidaiity is for me the leftist political 
approach that holds great promise for the future and 
is, at the same time, the basis of the SPD as a modern 
popular party. That is why it fights to achieve majorities 
and that is why it needs majorities. 


With this, I have arrived at the question of power. In 
today’s limp-wristed political language one speaks of 
the ability to form majorities, but, Lord knows, it is 
the same thing. Now the SPD has a series of failed 
attempts behind it to once again settle the majority 
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issuc in its favor. Without the plausible prospect cf 
achievies power, a popular party Cannot, in any Case, 
win clections—as a necessary bul not yet sufficient 
prerequisite [as published]. In 1994, the SPD did not yet 
regard a declaration of intent to form a coalition with 
the Greens to be a plausible potential way of achieving 
power. Perhaps stipulating an SPD-Greens coalition 
would have put some more life into the campaign for 
change but it 1s also probable from today’s perspective 
that, as a result of the SPD-Greens statement, the leftist- 
ecologist fringe of the SPD would have fallen to the 
Greens, bul it would not have been sufficient to achieve 


compensation among other voter groups. 


Those who are for SPD-Greens cooperation must not 
regard the SPD's understanding of itself as an inte- 
grating popular party to be something like a change- 
able picture frame. The SPD wants to and must remain 
distinguishable—umique—in its answers to central po- 
litical issues. Its own character cannot be surrendered in 
favor of an overarching Red (SPD}-Green philosophy. 
Character arises—not solely. bul among other ways as 
well—in argumentation with others. The SPD’s own in- 
terpretation of its social, economic, ecological, consti- 
tutional, and liberal responsibility is not an object of 
negotiation. Those who are for SPD-Greens coopera- 
tion must accept the fact that the SPD must cultivate 
much broader support than the Greens. The SPD must 
be reliable and straightforward when it comes to work, 
the economy, and money. Only then can it reach social 
strata that are not politically committed or that are no 
longer firmly committed. 


In this sense the thesis of moving in the direction 
of the “center” is under consideration in internal SPD 


discussions—and properly so—dfrespective of the fact 
that the center is a questionable concept and, to a 
great extent, is a concept from battle strategy. The 
min perception here in any Case is thal ope must get 
heyond the traditional “camps*—otherwise there will 
be mo majority against stagnation in German politics. 
The majority in the country will even prefer stagnation 
to financial and economic prospects that are felt to be 
uncertain. This strategic approach by the SPD has not 
heen understood or accepted by the Greens (or by many 
journalists) and it is for this reason that there has been 
and there is talk—in a tone of denunciation—of a Grand 
Coalition. 


Today, as opposed to the autumn of 1994, we have a 
percepubly different situation. The process of destigma- 
lizing the Greens has progressed very rapidly and the 
Greens themselves are changing. And then there is the 
Free Democratic Party (FDP), which has to bid farewell 
to its classic role. In a three-party system without the 
FDP. the SPD has two coalition options and the Chris- 
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tian Democratic Union/Christian Social Union (CDU/ 
CSU) has only one. | believe, by the way, that te 
lack of prospects for Black (CDU/CSU)}-Green coop- 
eration is the result of the very uaequivocal onesiation 
of Green voters. Some of the Grees::" prommment figures 
who have astonishingly rapidly s<<: ved to the lure 
of power mught be capable of takang uifeiea! pos tons, 
and perhaps in the long run they will succeed mm geting 
them not now. Joschka Fischer wants to 
light a fire under the SPD now and keeps repeating the 
mantra: Take the plunge. That should be given some 
second thoughts, however. 


First of all, reality: The results of the Bundestag 
election show that the votes for the SPD aac we 
Greens taken together do not yet constitute a iiayor 9. 
The exhortation to Ked-Green cooperation does ar '< 
itself increase the potential for the same. Before ui ~sa 
succeed, both pares must convincingly demons: a 
that together they can implement reform policies thei 
are practical in economic and ecological terms and thus 
that they want to take over from Kohl's exhausted 
government. 


The SPD's contemporary agenda secks to eliminate con- 
flacting interests that arise from different life situations. 
Al stake is the unifying bond that connects traditional 
SPD voters and new voters who are yet to be recruited. 
That is possible as the SPD has already proven once 
during its most successful postwar phase—namely, with 
the nght themes and by taking the icad in shaping pub- 
lic opimon. A party only assumes leadership in shaping 
public opimon by way of an undertaking that holds the 
public's fascination. The SPD long ago laid the ground- 
work for that: The union of the economy and of ecology 
and thus the vision of an ecologically sound industrial 
society is the SPD's great intellectual achievement of 
the last 10 years. The undertaking is its invention. ht 
supplements the SPD's classic and indispensable role 
as the protector of social welfare democracy. 


The SPD must defend with tooth and claw its original 
sed natural domain of s_cial policy. It is here that— 
nearly unnoticed by the public—the really fundamen- 
tal conflict between the ruling ncoliberalism and Social 
Democracy is played out. In the shadow cast by the de- 
hate about the nation’s competitiveness as a location for 
business and industry, the CDU/CSU and the FDP wish 
to bring about a gigantic redistribution of responsitil- 
ity for paying for social welfare programs. Increasingly, 
workers are supposed to hear by themselves the burden 
of contributing to the payment of premiums for health 
imsurance, nursing home and old age care insurance. 
and, most recently, pension insurance as well. There is 
no doult that modermzation must be carned out within 
the system, but the system as such is the very model 
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of success. All employed persons, whether system an- 
alysts or steel workers, have a stake im ensuring that 
successfully functions in the future. 

The next riajor topic is work. The SPD has long since 
goven up the view that work is merely a probiem of 
equitable distribution. In a modern industrial socicty 
the amount of available work must not be conceived 


green” party with its relatively homogenous corps of 
adherents. | would only like to know the ready formula 
for reconciling the interests of the workang woman with 
those of the store saleswoman when it comes to the issue 
of store closing hours. | know many who would like 
to create a full-fledged position with social insurance 
benefits in their houschold and eet a tax crodit for it as 
is the case with all other jobs—owm how do | explain 
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that to all those who do sot carn enough to do that and 
thus have to manage their own houschold and get no 
tax break for mt” 


Although | enjoy being a specialist in foreign policy, 
1 do nci consider foreign and security policy to be 
a major topic im the defined sense. Nonetheless, | 
would pomt out that the SPD is lacking nothing in 
the way of a program im this arca in any case. On the 
contrary, it ts the first party to have made the altempt— 
perhans stil] unfinished—to develop foreign and security 
policy guidelines im an cra of global iransformation. 
Conflict prevention instead of conflict resolution by 
tulitary means, the strengthening of collective systems 
instead of a relapse into the politics of national interests, 
integration as a Pan-European mission, fair chances for 
poor nations—we are well advised and we interpret 
our own history correctly when we no longer fiex our 
military might. We are not the world’s policeman — 
this task falls to the UN and, as imperfect as it may be. 
something hetecr has not yet heen invented. 


it is not true that there is someone out there ‘n the 
world who ts wasting for Germany to finally wage war 
again. The UN itself does not, cannot, and does not 
wish to do so. The UN can maintain peace and assist in 
humanitanan efforts. We should aid in this on a case- 
by~<ase basis after having ascertained that ‘ve can truly 
be of assistance and that the purpose of Ae operation 
is a compelling one. This position 1s neither isolationist 
nor is it a case of Germany going its own way. There is 
no collective security system that can impose peace by 
force of arms in the world’s conflicts sor is there euch 
a thing as humanitafian intervention hy nation-states. 
Germany is not providing troops for duty in Bosma for 
good reasons that remain valid. If, on the other hand. the 
Federal Government wishes to fundamentally change 
prevailing policy on Yugoslavia for reasons that have 
lnttle to do with the situation of the people in the war 
but a lot to do with obligations it has talked itself into 
believing it has, then it will have to come up «ith good 
reasons for doing so. Thus far, | have not scen them. 
(hhers have not esther, by the way. 


it is not a new phenomenon that parties like to hammer 
on “issues of faith.” That is casy and creates 1 good 
feeling, but does not lead very tar. What is required 
are imtelligemt and appealing answers (c new, very com- 
plicated questions. Politics is, after all. a competition of 
ideas. it seems to me that Hans-Ulnch Klose has taken 
notice of very few of the ideas that are currently com- 
ing out of the SPD's workshop. Me argues along very 
tradiponal lines of conflict within the party that, thank 
God, are mcreasingly breaking up 
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impact of U.S. Telecommunications Law Viewed 


AU0808151095 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 8 Aug 95 p2 


(Commentary by Dietrich Zwactz. “Radically Differ- 
i 


(FBIS Translated Text] No stone will be left unturned: 
old traditional license areas will be discarded: licenses 
for money printing [Gelddrucken] will be redistributed. 
This will be the impact of the law on the reform of 
the U_S. telecommunications system — unless President 
Clinton puts in his veto. However, this is something 
he will consider well, because his veto against the first 
basic amendment to the telecommuniations law in 60 
years could be nullified by Congress. With 305 to 117 
votes in the House of Representatives, and with 81 to 
18 votes in the Senate, there are cnough proponents of 
the new law to overturn a veto by a two-thirds majority. 


The law abolishes above all area monopolies. Local 
telephone companies must a'low the start-up of long- 
distance compames and cable companies into thew 
areas, but can themselves offer long-distance calls. 
Competution for telephone conversations within the 
individual states — a market of $14 billion — is 
becoming tougher. 


The seven “Baby Bells.” which emerged in 1984 from 
the fragmentation of the giant AT&T, will be allowed 
to enter into competition only gradually. If they want to 
offer long-distance calis, however, they must prove that 
they are threatened by competitors in their license arva. 


Radio and television stations can offer sew programs. 
For this purpose, the state makes available frequencie: 
on which even digital television can be beamed. If the 
operators charge a fee for these casts they must pay the 
siate for using the airwaves 


Child and youth protection will be increased. The 
stations must mark productions with violent scenes, so 
that such a program can be automatically switched off 
through a decoder if the parents so wish. In online 
networks, the spread of pornography will be hindered. 
If a network operato: prohibits “obscene, lascivious, 
bawdy, violent, racist svaterial” (text of the law), he 
will not be taken to account for doing so. 
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Stations is trailblazing. TV networks can merge and 
can also acquire cable companies. A private owner may 
Operate more than one television station in 2 community. 
The limit to the range of a network, which so far was 25 
percent of all households nationally, will be increased 
to 35 percent. 
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The changes are partly so very radical that not even the 
companies concerned have recognized their opportuni- 
ties. Of course, the United States’ media landscape will 
not change over night. But the course for the future is 
set. 
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Zagreb Warned Not To Try To Seize E. Slavonia 


AU0808161595 Paris AFP in English 
1547 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Aug 8 (AFP) — France 
would condemn any attempt by Croatia to seize back 
Serb-held eastern Slavonia after Zagreb’s lightning 
success in Krajina, a senior diplomatic source said 
Tuesday {8 August}. 


The source recalled that Paris had condemned the 
Krajina offensive, and was particularly concerned about 
the fate of civilians in both cases. "We are concerned 
to see that human rights are respected,” he said. 


He was speaking as it remained unclear whether Za- 
greb’s blitzkrieg would be followed up with similar ac- 
tion in eastern Slavonia, which borders on Serbia and 
which is also held by separatist Serbs. 


Tens of thousands of refugees have been sent flee- 
ing across Bosnia-Herzegovina by the Croatian action, 
which risks extending the conflict in ex—Yugoslavia to 
an unpredictable degree. 

The French source said the coming days would show 
whether a reported accord to split Bosnia had in fact 
been struck between Croatian President Franjo Ty djman 
and his Serbian counterpart Slobodan Milosevic. 


"Either Tudjman decides to launch an offensive on 
Slavonia, in which case there is a major risk of the 
conflict spreading, or he refrains and the accord is 
serious,” he said. 


ICJ Arbitration Rejected: Nuclear Tests ‘Legal’ 


AU0808160595 Paris AFP in English 
1539 GMT 8 Aug 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, Aug 8 (AFP) — France 
dismissed Tuesday [8 August] New Zealand's decision 
to protest to the International Court of Justice over 
nuclear tests, saying it was doing nothing illegal and 
in any case did not recognize The Hague tribunal. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Yves Doutriaux pointed 
out that for a ruling by the court to be valid, the 
accused country had to give its consent. France has not 
recognized the court in defence matters for more than 
20 years, he said. 


"Nuclear tests are legal. ... There is not a single clause 
in international law which prohibits them,” he said. “In 
the same way, nuclear deterrence is legal,” he added. 


France is to resume underground tests at Mururoa Atoll! 
in French Polynesia with eight blasts between May and 
September. It has pledged however to sign a treaty 
banning nuclear tests planned for next year. 


FRANCE 11 


New Zealand's decision was announced earlier in the 
day by Prime Minister Jim Bolger in Wellington, 
after meeting representatives of six of the seven main 
political parties. 

Bolger said he believed New Zealand had a responsibil- 
ity to take the case, which will reopen a 1973 case New 
Zealand took over French atmospheric tes. at Mururoa. 


The case could be filed with the court as early as next 
week. “It will be difficult. We're not pretending this is 
easy of an open-and-shut case, but we should leave no 
option unexplored.” 

In The Hague earlier, a clerk for the court said earlier 
that it could rule on the planned resumption of m:ciear 
testing in the Pacific, regardless of Paris's view of tie 
proceedings. 


Even if France refuses to accept the court's jurisdiction, 
the country, in common with all other United Nations 
members, remains bound by the court, which is the 
United Nations’ highest authority, the clerk said. 


Doutriaux added that France had not been officially 
notified of the details of the New Zealand initiative. 


Chirac Stance Defended 


BRO808141895 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
8 Aug 95 pil 


{Commentary by Georges Suffert: “Hullabaloo"] 


[FBIS Translated Text] On Sunday [6 August] at 
the Trocadero, 130 organizations had called upon the 
French people to come and shout out their opposition 
to the resumption of nuclear tests. The result was a 
gathering of between 1,000 and 2,000 people. That is 
something, but not a great deal. On that day, France 
contented itself to sigh with relief at the end of the 
scorching heat wave. A setback that proves nothing, 
people will say. All the more so since the polls — yes, 
it is poll time again — suggest that more than 50 percent 
of ou; compatriots are opposed to the decision made by 
Jacques Chirac, and that just 30 percent believe we must 
stand fast. 


This may not be the most worrying aspect of all. If the 
radio, television, and press agencies are to be believed, 
the wave of antinuclear and anti-French publicity is now 
reaching all kinds of nations. Let us leave Australia 
and New Zealand out of it, for they view themselves 
as the guardians of the Pacific. However, the adoption 
of a hostile position by the Japanese leaders is a 
serious development. Of course, the SOth anniversary 
of Hiroshima provides an explanation of their anguish 
and their desire to do away with nuclear weapons once 
and for all. However, now the Scandinavian countries 
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and even Germany are adding their voices to the clamor 
of protests. 


Admittedly, the governments are keeping quiet. Pri- 
vately, they recognize that the French deterrent could 
form the basis of tomorrow's European deterrent; and 
iike us they remember that Russia remains the only nu- 
clear superpower in Europe. And who will be the new 
czar of the Kremlin tomorrow? 


The French Government has attempted — a little late 
— to play the game of transparency. It has revealed the 
dates, places, and results of all the explosions and tests 
carried out since de Gaulle; it has distributed various 
reports drawn up by experts confirming that the under- 
ground experiments had no radioactive or geological 
consequences for either the two atolls of Mururoa and 
Fangatofa or the area immediately surrounding them. 


However, these arguments leave our declared adver- 
saries cold: Television cameras are making ready to fol- 
low the Greenpeace fleet which is setting sail to storm 
our installations. To be frank, the battle being fought 
against us is taking place in the media, and the real 
question is whether our fellow countrymen will be able 
to resist the images shown there. 


For, if the truth be told, the hullabaloo is leading 
nowhere. The French president has no serious reason to 
throw in the towel. Just like the Japanese he too fears 
nuclear weapons, but he also remembers that his country 
was invaded three times between 1870 and 1940 and 
that France was the favored battlefield of these dramatic 
upheavals. The cost, in soldiers’ lives, of the three wars 
in question no doubt came very close to 3 million dead. 
The Australians, New Zealanders, and even the Japanese 
do not know what it is like to be invaded and witness 
the systematic destruction of every city and village. 


Like de Gaulle, Chirac does not want to be jointly 
reiponsible for a new disaster. He believes — and 
for the time being no strategist claims that he is 
vrong — that the possession of modern weapons 
constitutes a guarantee of peace in France and, beyond 
that, in Europe. That is the question which the anti- 
establishment elements are keeping from answering. 
Must we recall that they were already against the French 
having the bomb when the Soviet divisions were waiting 
behind the Iron Curtain? Regimes change, geography 
does not. 
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Expenditure Priorities for 1996 Budget Outlined 
BRO708152595 Paris LES ECHOS in French 
7 Aug 95 pl 


(Unattributed report: "1996 Budget Priorities: Employ- 
ment, Justice, and Social Solidarity") 

{[FBIS Translated Text] On Saturday [5S August] the 
prime minister sent out letters to each of the ministers 
in his government, detailing the maximum amount of 
expenditure that will be allocated to them next year. 
In so doing he concluded the “expenditure” phase of 
the 1996 budget. Now is a time for restraint: Bearing 
in mind the objective of bringing the budget deficit 
(comprising the budget and social protection) down to 
4 percent of GNP by 1996, in all the savings that have 
to be made amount to 70 billion francs. To achieve 
this, total expenditure will have to avoid rising faster 
than the expected price increases (of 2.5 percent), which 
will mean that harsh savings will have to be imposed 
On certain ministries, including the Defense Ministry, 
so as to leave some leeway for priority expenditure: 
employment (up 6.7 percent), justice (up 5 percent), and 
social solidarity (up 4 percent). In addition, the prime 
minister's office is earmarking a budget equivaient to | 
percent of the state’s overall expenditure for culture, and 
plans to introduce a provision promoting the acquisition 
of property. 


France Telecom’s Multimedia Plans Assessed 


BRO108143995 London COMMUNICATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL in English Jul 95 pp 23-24 


[Article by Gerard Poirot: “Minitel: Oui! Multimedia: 
Non!"} 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} In comparision to France Tele- 
com’s (FT) massive financial commitment to videotex 
(currently running at 60 billion French Francs (approx 
11 billion U.S. dollars) and rising), the company’s plans 
for multimedia seem surprisingly modest. In fact, Ger- 
ard Eymery, head of France Telecom Multimedia, says 
that multimedia investment will run to no more than 
300 million francs (S5 million dollars) in venture capi- 
ial over the next three years. 


The softly-softly approach to the multimedia market is 
a result of the intensive (and successful) lobbying cam- 
paign that France Telecom conducted during 1994, in 
the months prior to the publication of a report on in- 
formation superhighways written by Gerard Thery — a 
former chief telecom engineer, credited for having mas- 
terminded the Minitel programme back in the 1970's. 


Marcel Roulet, France Telecom chief executive, used 
his political clout with Edouard Balladur, former Prime 
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Minister in the ancien [previous word in italics} Mit- 
terand regime, to obtain amendments to the draft of the 
Thery document to make it more palatable for the na- 
tional telco. His main aim was to have Thery’s argu- 
ment, in favour of an immediate and huge investment 
in a nationwide fibre optic infrastucture, either excised 
from the report or, at least, watered down considerably. 
And so he hedged about with a maze of ‘if and but’ 


It’s the Nineties, Stupid! 


Thery’s arguments were indeed reminiscent of the grand 
projects he had championed in the mid-1970's, in the 
comfortable afterglow of his success in getting the gov- 
ernment to stump up for a modern public switched tele- 
phone network. For example, he wanted the government 
to give free fax machines to residential users along w.th 
Minitel terminals, and promoted teletex as the universal 
e-mail system to give France a competitive edge in the 
global economy. But, there is many a slip... The tele- 
tex standard failed despite massive subsidies to French 
manyfacturers and a priectionist policy, supported by 
the regulatory authority which kept fax machines and 
modem prices artificially (and ludicrously) high. In fact, 
the policy hampered rather than helped French business, 
and severely delayed the development of an installed 
base of communications equipment across the nation. 


Minitel: An Expensive Success 


However, all is not unalloyed gloom. FT has cham- 
pioned consumer online applications for more than a 
decade now, and has had a runaway success with the 
Minitel system - which for millions of users has become 
an integral part of everyday life in France. 


However, the astounding 60 billion franc investment 
made in the videotex terminal and network infrastruc- 
ture only became apparent in 1991 when a summary 
of a France Telecom internal analysis was released at 
Telecom °91 in Geneva. It showed that the Minitel sys- 
tem was expected to be profitable in the year 2000 but, 
four years on, it is evident that many assumptions made 
nthe study have not been borne out. 


Specifically, FT did not charge rental for most of the 
6.5 million Minitel terminals deployed and usage per 
unit decreased, in direct contradiction to the steady rise 
that had been forecast. Minicom, a costly e-mail video- 
tex application associated with the electronic directory 
service was a marketing disaster which generated huge 
losses. FT now admits that Minitel’s break-even mark 
is well beyond the 2000 AD horizon and refuses point 
blank to speculate on just when the service might move 
into profit. 


FRANCE 13 


Once Bitten..? 


While the Minitel experience is one of the root causes of 
FT’s reluctance to invest in a huge fibre infrastructure, 
another reason is the bitter memories of difficulties 
encountered trying to follow the grandiose ‘cable plan’ 
formulated by the socialist government in the early 
198t0s. 


Thus, when Thery argued that a truly massive effort 
woul? be needed for France to keep pace with Japanese 
and American plans for information highways, FT 
countered by saying that, thanks to the Minitel platform, 
the foundaiton of a superhighway was already in place 
in France. 

Financial shortcomings apart, Minitel does have inter- 
esting lessons for multimedia market analysts. For ex- 
ample, it proves that out there beyond the chat line and 
horoscope rip-offs, there is a wide demand for services 
such as home banking and home shopping. Simultane- 
ously, however, the French videotex experience demon- 
strates that the hopes that millions of jobs would be cre- 
ated by the information revolution, as based on 

and surveys commissioned by the US Bell Companies, 
have been badly misplaced. In fact, Fench ‘teleservices’ 
experts, led by Thierry Breton, evaluaie the potential 
em ployment “bonus” at no more than 200,000 jobs in 
total. 


For years past, many of the 25,000 registered Minitel 
services have been financially rewarding for service 
providers, thanks to the billing scheme managed by 
France Telecom. But now the burgeoning Internet is 
putting a big question mark next to FTs business 
model for information retrieval pricing. Furthermore, 
expected availability of affordable broadband access 
makes Minitel serv‘ces look decidedly vulnerable in the 
medium term. 


VOD and Other Trials 


Since the World Wide Web would compete head-to- 
head with Minitel, France Telecom has not endorsed 
Internet for the masses. However, the operator is con- 
ducting broadband trials. One such trial, focusing on 
technical requirements, will use the cable infrastructure 
of Lyonnaise de Communication. 


But far from being the ‘killer’ broadband application, 
the much vaunted video-on-demand (VOD) is more 
likely to be a ‘loss leader,’ at least according to a Stan- 
ford Research Institute report sponsored by France Tele- 
com (which, incidentally, confirms earlier FT analysis 
of U.S. trials). 


FT is now the third largest would-be VOD operator 
behind water utilities Lyonnaise and Generale des Eaux. 
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At the start year it was passing 500,000 homes and 
actually serving 100,000 of them. FT joined Lyonnaise 
to conduct a pay-per-view experiment in a Paris suburb 
in 1993, and the service, Multivision, was iater extended 
to reach 220,000 cable subscribers — more than 20 
percent of the total subcribers in all of France who 
currently number only | million. 


Some 50 percent of those households cquipped with 
a fully interactive cable service hire a minimum of 
one film per month (at 29FF — or about 5 dollars — 
per day), while a mere 10 percent of the households 
equipped with a basic non-interactive cable service, and 
therefore reliant on the telephone or Minitel to choose a 
film, spend just as much. Interestingly, only last month, 
Lyonnaise launched another serivce, Multicable, which 
includes Internet access. 

Other major multimedia partnerships involving France 
Telecom include Havas/Canal Plus (where FT is a 
minority shareholder) and the Lagardere Group through 
Canai Ludo, a TV channel focusing on interactive video 
games. 


Government Sponsorship 


Severa) VOD trials are directly sponsored by the French 
government, which has a budget to co-finance projects 
to the tune of 200 million francs. FT has secured a sig- 
nificamt part of this funding, much to the chagrin of 
Francois Bcuriez, business development manager wiht 
Lyonnaise, who has complained of pro-FT discrimina- 
tion. However, the new right-wing Chirac gonvernment 
has not changed this policy, according to Annouk Mar- 
tine, a staffer with Francois Fillon, the Minister head- 
ing the regulatory authority DGPT (Direction Generale 
des Postes et Telecommunications). Martini says that 
the Minister's priority is to conduct consultations with 
the unions on possible privatisation scenarios for France 
Telecom. 


Forecasts for the Multimedia Market 


The Analysis consultancy, based in Cambridge in the 
UK, has developed a growth model for multumedia ser- 
vices in the EU. Assuming that broadband infrastruc- 
tures can meet anticipated demand, the coompany esti- 
mates that 50 percent of Telecom's operators revenues 
could be derived from multimedia services by the year 
2010 and could even account for 20 percent of them by 
2000. 


Analysis says that, in 2004, revenues accruing to net- 
work operators would total 4.3 billion BCU (European 
Currency Units), with 75 percent coming from busi- 
ness services and 25 percent distributed among various 
residential services. Revenue accruing to Telecom's op- 
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erators would amount to 20 percent of the 1.64 billion 
ECU total annual service revenues planned for 2004 for 
video-on-demand and to 20 percent of the 960 million 
ECU total annual service revenues planned for home 
In this scenario, France would be the third largest market 
for multimedia in the EU, with 4.5 billion ECU of 
total revenue which equates to about SO percent of the 
revenues generated by Germany and 75 percent that of 
the UK. Multimedia revenues accumulating to network 
operators in 2004 would then represent 33 percent of 
mobile services or those from cable and pay TV and 
about 8 percent of basic telephone revenues. 


These correspond to a penetration level of 37 percent 
of the addressable market in the business sector and 14 
percent of the residential sector. 


Paris Fears German Pullout From Helios Project 
BRO808133095 Paris LE POINT in French 5 Aug 95 
py 


{Unattributed report} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Paris is rather astounded: In 
spite of all expectations, the Germans seem more 
interested than they admit in the 2.5-billion franc 
high-resolution spy satellite from the U.S. company 
Lockheed-Martin. This satellite would be launched into 
orbit before the end of the century. Participating with the 
French in the Helios II satellite project would be more 
expensive and furthermore the satellite could only be 
placed in orbit after the end of the century. The close 
examination of the U.S. proposal mainly accounts for 
hesitation on the part of Kohl's, who refusza to make 
a decision on Germany's participation in che Helios Il 
project before fall. 


Established Arms Trade ‘Rankings’ Overturned 
9SESO307A Paris LE MONDE in French 16 Jun 95 
pis 


[Unattributed Article: “The New Merchants of Death"} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Right in the heart of the Le 
Bourget Exhibition, which is also an armaments fair, 
the Stockholm-based International Institute for Research 
in Peace—the SIPRI, which has become notable for 
the excellence of its work—is displaying its annual 
statistics. They substantially overturn some accepted 
notions, beginning with the established rankings on the 
list of leading merchants of death. 


Generally speaking, the arms trade, that is to say the 
volume of transactions reported, has been in decline for 
a decade or so, 2 J 1994 marked a new drop—one of 11 
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percent in the tu: wover total (about $21.7 billion)}—from 
the 1993 figure. Yhe record years during the 1980's, 
when a turnover total of $46.3 billion was reached, as 
happened in 1987, are well and truly in the past. In that 
era, the United States and the former USSR were vying 
for the traditional number-one ranking, with France and 
the United Kingdom jockeying elbow-to-elbow behind 
them. 


The collapse of the Soviet Empire also had an effect 
on the international weapons trade. The situation estab- 
lished in Moscow unraveled as the years went on, be- 
cause the regime of Boris Yeltsin and the Russian indus- 
trialists lost a great deal of credibility in the eyes of their 
clients. The decline in Russian sales in 1994—4o a quar- 
ter of the previous figure from one year to the next—was 
so spectacular that for the first time, Russia's interna- 
tional rank dropped to fifth. France also experienced a 
nationally, for which it had been competing with Great 
Britain from year to year, to sixth place. This was hardly 
a surprise. The French had indeed won contracts, par- 
ticularly in the Middle East and Asia, as became widely 
known. But securing these contracts, however important 
it may have been on the diplomatic level, did not nec- 
essarily lead to any dizzying financial results, inasmuch 
as France adjusted its prices, even to the point of en- 
gaging in unprofitable operations, in order to secure the 
business. 


The radically new thing, on the other hand, has been 
the increase in the power of supplier countries that have 
thrown us off the scent by remaining in the background 
and knowing how to operate if not discreetly, at least 
modestly. In addition to the United Kingdom, which is 
still in third place but is not in the habit of publici. ng 
its contracts, Germany and China, in second and fourth 
place in 1994, respectively, have appeared on the scene. 


Germany has done whatever it takes to sell off the 
stocks of the former Army of the East, to the point 
of having doubled its trade total between 1993 and 
1994, and China has taken over a large part of the 
clientele of the former USSR. They have become the 
new weapons merchants in these last few years. Their 
rivals know them well, because they come up against 
them in the trade sector. However, the general public 
is unaware of them, and their customers value them for 
their discretion. 
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Waning Interest in Military Careers Analyzed 
9SES0282A Paris LE MONDE in French 30 May 95 
ps 


[Article by Jacques Isnard: “Military Career Has Lost 
Its Appeal”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] Disaffection for the profession is 
an obstacle to professionalization of the Armed Forces. 


Military careers have “markedly” lost their attraction, 
necessitating “urgent” solution., *specially in the light 
of the heightened and progressive professionalization 
of the French Armed Forces thai Jacques Chirac has 
announced. 


Bouches-du-Rhone Deputy Guy Teissier, UDF-PR 
[Union for French Democracy-Radical Party] sounds 
the alarm in a report he has drawn up for the National 
Assembly's Defense Committee, in which he attempts 
to explain the reasons for this development. 

In 1983, a stir was caused by the publication of a 
report by Guy-Michel Chauveau, PS [Socialist Party] 
deputy from the Sarthe region at the time. Since 
then, the National Assembly has not again conducted 
an exhaustive examination of the situation of some 
299,000 commissioned and noncommissioned officers 
and volunteers, who comprise almost 5O percent of 
the total strength of the three Armed Forces, the 
Gendarmerie, and the services. Mr. Teissier rectifics this 
How is this lack of “appeal” of the military profession 
measured? By analyzing the statistics relative to direct 
recruiting by the military colleges. (The Armed Forces 
themselves recruit indirectly through their ability to 
offer in-service promotion.) 

Badly Paid Profession 


Mr. Teissier, however, does not leave it at that. He 
knows that the ratio between the number of candidates 
and the number of those who finally “make it” is not 
sufficient in itself to explain the selectivity rate. Res- 
ignations before, during, and after competitive entrance 
examinations, as well as the number of those who fail 
to so much as appear at the time of the tests, must also 
be taken into account. To understand the statistics, one 
must also not forget that the directors of the military 
colleges are also required to search the reserve lists for 
successful candidates. 


“In this manner,” writes Mr. Teissier after noting a 
slight increase in the number of registered candidates 
for competitive entrance examinations in the last few 
years, “one out of three candidates is accepted at the 
Naval College, one out of four at the Air Force College, 
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and, at Saint-Cyr’s, one out of three for its competitive 
examination for entrance to its college of Arts, one out 
of two for its Economic Sciences option, and one out 
of four for its Sciences option.” 


Students “very often” prepare for several competitive 
examinations simultancously, he remarks, and, when 
they can, “they choose a large civilian college over 
admittance to a large military college.” “The directors 
of each of the military colleges acknowledge having 
‘picked” successful candidates from the reserve lists, 
sometimes going far afield. In 1993, the Naval College 
had t: seach down to the 150th candidate on the the 
reserv: list in order to fill one of the 75 openings for its 
compet tive examination.” 


“The Saint-Cyr competitive examination openings for 
Sciences are never totally filled,” writes Mr. Teissier, 
“although it is the only one that offers an engineering 
degree to Army officers. In 1988, the College succeeded 
in recruiting only 77 students for 95 openings offered,” 
he indicates, specifying that “this situation has recurred 
several times” since that date. In general, the officer 
schools have trouble in recruiting Sciences candidates. 
“Furthermore, and this is not revealed by the statistics, 
the average grade of those who pass the competitive 
examination near the bottom of the list is often very 
low,” adds Mr. Teissier. 


Why then this lack of interest in pursuing a military 
career? Mr. Teissier perceives the main reason to be the 
fact that commissioned and noncommissioned officers 
“practice a stressful anc badly paid profession.” 


Freeze 


Invoking the accrucd lag in military pay between 1986 
and 1992 relative to the pay of the rest of the civil ser- 
vice, Mr. Teissier deems that “the financial situation of 
the military commissioned and noncommissioned offi- 
cers, and their place in society, are deteriorating.” The 
stresses of military life—-particularly its mobility and 
availability requirements, with the family disrupuons 
they can cause, over children’s schooling, spouses" ac- 
tivities, and home ownership—increase “a feeling of 
precariousness” in officers and noncommissioned offi- 
cers. 


Also, says Deputy Teissier: “Traditionally, the equilib- 
rium of the system of military Careers rests on a strong 
trend toward leaving the Armed Forces before the age 
limits. This trend has decidedly slowed throughout the 
Armed Forces because of the deterioration of the eco- 
nomic situation.” With 17,510 departures in 1992, the 
last year for which statistics are available, the flow has 
dropped by 15 percent relative to the previous year. 


Because of the uncertainties and risks evoked by a re- 
training for civilian employment, the military's commis- 
sioned and noncommissioned officers are hesitating to 
leave the uniform before reaching full retirement age. 
This ..as the effect of slowing promotion, of contribut- 
ing to the aging of the profession, and of “lowering the 
morale” of the troops. 


Mr. Teissier cites two examples. Saint-Cyr graduates 
remain frozen at the grade of captain. “This is unac- 
ceptable if one considers the level of recruiting of their 
college and the quality of training that it offers. The sit- 
uation of Saint-Cyr graduates is markedly less favorable 
than that of the Civil Service administration's manage- 
rial staff.” Only 0.19 percent of these officers attain a 
pay level equal to or greater than a B level in the civil 
service “lettered” pay scale, whereas in the Foreign Ser- 
vice this rate is 3.12 percent, in the Justice Department 
2.7 percent, in the Social Affairs and Agriculture De- 
partments 0.98 percent, and in National Education 0.54 
percent. 


The lack of attraction to military careers can be an ob- 
stacle to the intent manifested by the chief of state, and 
confirmed by the prime minister, to further profes sion- 
alize the French forces. 


The 1995-2000 Military Planning Act passed by Par- 
liament in 1994 has already embarked on that road. 
In France, the corps of commissioned and noncommis- 
sioned officers represents 40 percent of France's mil- 
itary strength (only 31 percent in the ground forces), 
whereas in the United States this rate is 55 percent, in 
Great Britain 49.6 percent, and in Germany 47 percent. 


If this rate is to be increased in France, Mr. Teissier, 
who proposes several measures to this effect, suggests 
in particular diversifying the recruiting procedures and 
increasing the number of positions requiring technical 
qualifications that can be occupied by noncommissioned 
officers. 


Chirac Pleads to U.S. for Black Panther Leader 


LDO708170095 Paris France-2 Teletext in French 
1458 GMT 7 Aug 95 


(FBIS Translated Text) President Jacques Chirac has 
announced that the French ambassador to the United 
States “has been given permission to take any initiative 
likely to contribute to the life of Mumia Abu Jamal 
being spared.” 
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In a letter to Georges Marchais [former leader of the The former secretary general of the PCF sent a letter to 
French Communist Party, PCF], the head of state adds Jacques Chirac on 3 August in which he asked Chirac 
that this .citiative must take place “on humanitarian to intervene in favor of the former leader of the Black 
grounds aad in accordance with American law.” Panthers who has been sentenced for murder. 
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Paper Sees Berlusconi, Fini Ideas ‘Diverging’ 
BRO908115195 Milan IL SOLE-24 ORE in Italian 
9 Aug 9S p2 


{Report by “F.Co.”: “Fini and Berlusconi Split Over 
Election] 


(FBIS Translated Text] Rome 


-— The “super- 
government’ too has officially disappeared from 
the lst of midsummer political formulas. The Pole’s 
“no” was announced loud and clear last night both by 
Forza Italia Antonio Tajani and by AN 
{National Alliance] Chairman Gianfranco Fini, who 
also took the opportunity to reaffirm his lack of interest 
in rushing into an election: Conditions are not ripe 
for an agreement among the AN, Forza Italia, and 
the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left}, Fini said. He 
explained that, while it is true that the Dini government 
has reached the end of the line, it is also true that 
there is nO point in Continuing to insist on an election 
right away. This, despite Silvio Berlusconi, who is 
increasingly alone in his battle for an early ciection. 
According to the right-wing leader, who recently 
proposed a constituent assembly, “an carly election in 
the spring” is merely “probable.” 


lt was virtually taken for granted that Berlusconi would 
not much like the idea of a grand coalition. This, not 
only because it seemed like yet another stratagem for 
delaying an election, but also and above all because 
a super-government, presumably headed by someone 
independent from the three alignments, could cause a 
weakening of his leadership position. To dispel any 
misunderstandings the former prime munister therefore 
had his spokesman explain why the idea of a super- 
government should be shelved. It does not correspond, 
Tajani argued, “to the spirit of the first-past-the-post 
system voted for in the 18 April 1993 referendum.” 
The AN chairman's verdict on the super-government 
is less clearcut: It contains no solemn “ideological” 
references but merely the observation that “conditions 
are not ripe” for this three-way alliance. There is reason 
to suspect that basically Fini would not mind a period of 
cooperation with the heirs to the PCI [Italian Communist 
Party): His former MSI [Italian Social Movement] 
vote would suffer, but the AN would gain absolute 
legitumization. 


Will the end even of the hypothetical grand alliance ac- 
celerate the approach to an election? Certainly, there 
is no prospect of the “broad and clear majority” that 
the head of state set as the precondition for a continua- 
tion of the legislative term. What seems clearest of all 
is that, irrespective of their public declarations, Berlus- 
coni’s and Fini’s ideas are diverging increasingly. The 
fundamental principles of the alliance still stand, but 
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there is now a Clear and obvious divergence between 
the two parties over the timing of the election, and on 
other matters besides. 


Unlike Forza Italia’s leader, and the PDS leader too, 
Fini is in no hurry to consult the voters. And he 
seems pessimusuc about the prospects in the comung 
months for the dudget, too, in which connection he said 
that there will be “more chances of conflict than of 
understanding. M:anwhile Gianni Letta has discussed 
the budget with the prime minister. But obviously 
Dini and Berlusconi's closest aide did not deal only 
with figures: We know that the prime munister has 
now become one of the most important figures in the 
electoral contest that will start sooner or later. 


Fini Interviewed on Political Issues, Bosnia 


8RO808141695 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
& Aug 9S pil 


{Interview with Italian National Alliance Chairman 
Gianfranco Fini by Stefano Marroni; place and date not 
given: “Fini: I Say "No" to Government With D’Alema’; 
first paragraph is LA REPUBBLICA introduction) 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome — He refuses to hear any 
mention of the “super-government” urged by Domenico 
Fisichella [National Alliance, AN]. And if he is rather 
more polite in his skepticism about the prospect of 
a “broad and clear majority,” it is only because this 
formula was approved not by the chairman of the AN 
National Council but by the president of the republic. 
But as far as Gianfranco Fini is concerned, the essence 
of the matter remains unaltered: After the summer, 
he said, “we will move on from the academic to the 
practical.” Then it will become clear that the government 
of technocrats has reached “the end of the line” and that 
there is no way to extend the legislative term beyond 
the early months of 1996. And this, the AN chairman 
stressed, even if the budget is approved by a broader 
majority than that commanded by Dini. 


[Marroni] Mr. Fini, there is a dispute within the AN 
over the issue of the “super-government.” Fisichella is 
suggesting it, Storace and Gasparri are dismissing it, 
and Misserville and Urso are calling for it. What about 
you” 


[Fini] I do not consider it a very topical subject... 
[Marroni] What do you mean? 


[Fini] Fisichella mentioned it some months ago, and | 
played matters down considerably. Now he is talking 
about it again, and since my “colonels” are much more 
sought after by the press during the summer, an issue 
has eventually been made of the matter. But... 
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(Marroni] Not even after Scalfaro’s remarks about a 
“broad and clear majority”? 


[Fini] Yes, there must be a certain degree of consistency. 
But only that: I really do not see how it is possible to 
forge a three- way pact involving the AN, Forza Italia, 
and the PDS [Democratic Party of the Left]. And | do 
not see why the poles should split, why we and D’Alema 
should spi from our allies. 


[Marroni] Would it be better to have a government 
- > 

[Fini] | do not believe that we have the conditions for 
very broad agreements: There is no common ground on 
which to base them. All this is rather academic, and 
when we move on from the academic to the practical, 
people will n° lize that even in connection with the 
budget — whicu is being portrayed as the master key to 
who knows whai — there are more chances of conflict 
than of agreement. 

{Marroni] Is this what Scalfaro is saying? 


[Fini] He is saying that a government must have a broad 
majority, but that it must also be the result of unity in 
order to achieve anything. The president wanted to point 
out that being against someone or against an clection 
is an insufficient basis on which to build 1 policy. 
Scalfaro agrees with those who say that politi s cannot 
be suspended for long. And that therefore unh'ss there 
is a broad agreement, al! that remains is to lea‘ it to 
politics to decide. 

{Marroni] By politics you mean an election. What about 
the reforms? 


[Fini] Berlusconi delivered a well-thought-out speech 
in the lower house, in which he spoke on behalf 
of the entire Pole. And he eliminated the academic 
hypothesis of a government formed merely to introduce 
the reforms. The reforms will be introduced during th? 
next legislative term, and they will be the issue in the 
election. 


{[Marroni] You too discussed the idea of a constituent 
assembly... 


[Fini] 1 observed realistically that cs far as the Left is 
concerned the conditions for it are not ripe, and that 
Berlusconi thinks the same way. 

[Marroni] We knew that already. Perhaps your sole aim 


was to avoid appearin’ to be secking an election at all 
costs... 


[Fini] That is a malicious idea... But it was pointless 
to pursue that line. I really do see very little chance 
of progress. The only possibility is the budget. But it 
cannot be taken for granted that a possible majority 
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formed to approve the budget could be turned into 
something different. It could even facilitate a breaking 
of ranks. Those who say that once the budget has been 
are mistaken. What basis is there for saying so? 

[Marroni] You are not changing your mind about the 


[Fini] I think it is likely that there will be an carly vote 
in the spring... 


{[Marrom] Some people have become suspicious, fol- 
lowing the ansouncement of an approval of the budget 
in exchange for larger allocations to the South... 


[Fini] I have never requested more money for the South; 
Ihave merely demanded that the South not be penalized. 
This emergency situation must be broached by financing 
public works, stepping up the struggle against the mafia, 
reducing the cost of money, and facilitating the mobility 
of the labor force... These things were not included in 
the economic and financial planning document; if they 
are included in the budget, we will vote for it. This 
means mo more than that. Dini really has reached the 
end of the line. The mini-budget was not part of his 
“package” and, in theory, nobody made any pledge to 
support it when he received his confidence vote. We 
shall see what happens. 


[Marroni] Will you wait and see what happens in the 
center? 


{Fini} Yes, but without any great anxiety. It seems to me 
to be one of the few instances in which there is indeed 
a great deal of smoke without fire... | do not see any 


{Marrom} What about D'Antoni [secretary general of 
the Italian Confederation of Trade Unions, CISL]? 


[Fini] | think he is indulging in a midsummer night's 
dream. At best, he will eventually have to make up his 
mind with which side he wants to align. Maly really has 
made progress along the road to a two-party system. 
There is no turning back. 


[Marroni} But you are all busy dealing with the mi- 
nor parties... D'Alema mistreats his, and according to 
Berluscom, when yours speak at summit meetings of the 
Pole, you take the opportunity to visit the bathroom... 


[Fini] But that is not true! I respect Casini and 
Buttighone, and when | have the impression that | 
am being derisive toward them | immediately correct 
myself... | do not want to make the same mistake as 
D’Alema... 


[Marroni] Speaking of D’Alema, you seemed to be 
“allies” with regard to the need for an early election, but 
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it is precisely the AN ihat has created an obstacle over 
the squal access regulations issue and the RAI [state 
broadcasting Corporauon) management board. D’Alema 
has warned you that, without those famous “two or three 
things,” there will be no election. So what is the answer? 


[Fini] As for the equal access regulations, the govern- 
ment is busy converting the decree into law. It can be 
amended, but the AN has no reason to be obstructive. 


{[Marroni} What if Berlusconi asks you to be so? 


[Fini] Berlusconi is not happy about the equal access 
regulations, but is very well aware that if this is the 
price to be paid in order to secure an election, then it 
must be paid. 


(Marroni] What about the issue of the RAI management 
board? Storace has explained that he is merely awaiting 
your go-ahead in order to suspend the filibustering. But 
did you not come to an agreement during the roundtable 
talks on the ground rules? 


[Fini] Yes, but the agreement was on the criteria for the 
election of the management board, not on a date. But 
an attempt is being made to impose the rapid approval 
by the lower house of a document introduced in the 
Senate before the agreement was reached. This is a 
rather suspect interpretation of the thaw... 

[Marroni]} Storace said something different: He said that 
he will vote in favor of the bill as soon as he knows 
when the election will be. 


[Fini] And he is right. If the issue now is a date, then I 
consider it right to link it to another date. 


[Marroni] But no solution can be achieved in this way: 
it is a vicious circle... 


[Fini] Look, a solution will inevitably be reached: 
The RAI management board must be reelected by 31 
December. And since there will be a spring election, 
the problem will resolve itself... 


(Marroni] One last point — events in the former 
Yugoslavia. | assume that you are following them 
closely; the Croats have even cited you... 


[Fini] Yes, and like many Italians, | have just realized 
yet again how difficult it is to distinguish between those 
in the right and those in the wrong. What the Croats are 
doing is the same as the Serbs have done -—— and | would 
wot be surprised if it were to emerge that there really is a 
secret agreement between Zagreb and Belgrade. As for 
the Croatian charges of Italian nationalism, | consider 
[Marroni] For years you have been accused of prove” 
ing tensions by insisting on unjust borders... 
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[Fini] Not only do I not feel responsible for anything, 
but I want to take this opportunity to state that | idenufy 
completely with the Italian Government's position. 
Minister Agnelli is doing excellent work: She is fully 
aware of the complexity of the problems. All the rest is 
groundless polemics. 


Foreign Policy Direction, Implementation Assessed 
BRO808143995 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA 
in Italian 8 Aug 95 pp 1-2 


{Commentary by Ernesto Galli Della Loggia: “Italy's 
Abdication”) 

{FBIS Translated Text} The effects that will result in 
the future from the situation that has exploded in such 
a bloody fashion in the former Yugoslavia can now 
only be the subject of prediction and speculation. But 
as far as Italy is concerned, one very significant effect 
of the Serbian-Croatian-Muslim conflict is already very 
apparent, and it is the sharp, objective reduction of 
our international status and international role that it has 
caused. Let it be clear that this reduction is not a specific 
result of the conflict in the former Yugoslavia; it is 
a consequence of events of a much broader historical 
significance — the collapse of the Soviet Union, the end 
of the Cold War, and the demise of the confrontation 
between two superpowers as the crucial factor in the 
European situation. 

The present events on the opposite shore of the Adriatic 
simply impart the utmost specificity and tragic import 
to the effects implicit in those major historic events, and 
they have made them cruelly relevant to us and forced 
us to acknowledge how things really stand. 


To state it more plainly, the fact is that Italy can no 
longer rely on the two conditions that dominated the pre- 
1989 European scene: |. the fact that the only foreign 
policies that really counted were the Soviet Union's and 
America’s and, 2. the fact that a country’s international 
ranking was determined to a considerable extent by the 
geostrategic advantage that it could grant to one of the 
two sides in the bipolar confrontation. The former was 
a power! leveling factor among all the countries of 
Western Europe, and one that of course affected Italy 
too: If nobody could have a very significant foreign 
policy, it did not make much difference whether or 
not you had any foreign policy at all. The second 
factor was designed specifically to grant our country 
4 significant international status. Our position in the 
Mediterranean, extending toward the Middle East and 
bordering the East Bloc, made us important, especiaily 
if it was possible to believe (or to make others believe) 
that the presence of a strong Communist party posed a 
permanent threat to our loyalty to the West. 





Teport may contain copynghted matenal Copying and di 
without permission of the copynght owners 














FBIS-WEU-95-153 
9 August 1995 


even in a theater so close to our borders and so important 


is already so diificult, we do not know which line and 
which combination of leaderships to support. 

Nobody seems to be concerned about the nature of our 
future relations with the United States and whether or 
not they should necessarily be dependent on Bonn or 
Brussels, just as nobody seems concerned to establish 
whether or not it is in Italy's interest for NATO to be 
extended to a number of East European countries, as has 
been discussed for some time. On top of all this, there 
is the handicap of having armed forces which, thanks 


find themselves with a military capability probably 
inferior to that of the Croatian Army. 


In the new European scenario it is necessary to have 
a foreign policy. For better or worse (much more for 
the worse than for the better, to tell the truth), France, 
Germany, and Britain show that they do have such a 
policy, that they have understood the need to rethink 
and redefine their own presence on the international 
scene. We, however, are floundering, and were it not 
for the bases at Aviano, Falconara, and Gioa del Colle 
made available to our allies we could not even pretend 
that we too are involved in the question of the former 


Yugoslavia. 


What is it that makes it so difficult for our country to 
formulate a foreign policy of its own that is not, as was 
the case before 1989, obligatorily dictated by inflexibie 
external circumstances? 


Of course, there is no one single cause, and certainly we 
do labor under a huge burden of profound uncertainty 
about the meaning, quality, and implication of our ex- 
istence as a maton, which has been with us ever since 
our defeat in World War Il. But the crucial factor is 
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and that therefore the assertion of a morally positive 
principle could damage an interest. Nor, still less do 
they like to consider the question of whether there are 
any such important — vital, in fact — national interests 
as to demand the sacrifice of a principle (for instance, 
the non- recourse to the use of force) and what those 
interests are. 

In other words, there seems to be a very widespread 
common and political fezling in our country, as far as 
international relations are concerned, that is expressed 
through a very strong antirealistic stance, supported 
by an equally strong and aggressive moralism. Indeed, 
whoever does not share their assertions is immedi- 
ately made the target of such epithets as “warmonger,” 
“D’ Annunzio-like,” “lover of violence” devoted to “war- 
like maneuverings, or other similar insults. 

The fact is that in Maly it is very difficult not only to 
conduct a real debate on foreign policy but, still more, 
as is apparent, to formulate and implement one at all. 


Realism, reason, the dispassionate assessment of inter- 
ests in relation to principles, the consideration of the 
possible use of force not only in response to others’ 
use of force -— that is, all the conceptual categories 
that elsewhere constitute the necessary structure adopted 
for thinking about and implementing foreign policy are 
regarded by the majority of the public in our country 
as ideologically suspect and/or morally unseemly cate- 
gones. 


So in Italy whoever devotes himself to foreign policy, 
in whatever Capacity, must not only show that he has an 
intellect, culture, and character adequate to the task, but 
must also, rather, persuade people that he is “good,” that 
he loves universal peace — or at least negotiations — 
and that he wishes everyone well. The brilliant practical 
results of an approach to foreign relations built on these 
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bases are now clear to everyone, bul presumably they 
are unlikely to teach anyone anythag. 


Bossi Derides AN, Sees Separaticom Expanding 
BROSO8] 33495 Turin LA STAMPA in Ivalian 

& Aug 95 pd 

Bossi by Giovanni Cerruti; place and date not given: 
“Bossi: Fascists, Beware”) 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt) Milan — [Passage omitted] 
[Cerruti] This evening you will be conducting a rally 
at Cassano d Adda. Will Tremagiia [National Alliance, 
AN] have reason to repeat his charges against you” 
[Bossi] | will say what I said yesterday evening in 
the Brescia area, on Sunday evening [6 August] in the 
Friuli, and what I have always said: Fascists, beware; 
we are the sons of those who kicked you out of the 
North; we do not forget that you are the party closest 
to the mafia, and if necessary we wii go from house to 
house to seek you out. 


{Cerruti} Are all your summer rallies im the same tone? 


[Bossi] They are absolutely excellent rallies, attended 
by 3,000-4,000 people. They are my transistor radios. 
I can see and feel thal more separatism is emerging in 
the North. 

(Cerruti) As in your Mantua parliament’ 

{Bossi} The more separatism grows, the more careful the 
fascists must be. | read that they want to hold a festival 
in Mantua at the very ume we will be meeting there, on 
11 September. Let them be very careful, because we will 
smash them to bits, devour them alive. In any case, they 


are now completely insignificant, and the same goes for 
Berlusconi. 
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[Cerruti] in September the Dini government will be 
closer to the finishing line. What happens ocx!” 


[Cerruti] Are you afraid of an election in the fail’ 


[Bossi] Definitely not. We are always ready, and the 
wind from the North is blowing strong. 

[Cerruti] Dini again, Scognamiglio, Pivetti, Baldassarre: 
These are the first names in the running... 


[Bossi] When these games begin i always think that it 
is the start of negotiations. So let us negotiate. 


{Cerruti} About what? 


{Bossi} For goodness sake' About the reforms; on the 
damned public debt that still exists even though nobody 
is talking about it; on how we intend to salvage this 
country, about federalism! On serious matters, on the 
real issues. And without wasting time on that idiot, 
Tremaghia, who | do not think is from Bergamo anyway. 
He must have been washed down there by some flood... 
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F mance Minister Discusses Recovery, Convergerce 
BROG08] 14895 Lisbon DIARIO DE NOTICIAS 
in Portuguese 7 Aug 95 pp 2-7 


[Catroga) In my specch a 

Associaton, | sand that the recovery would be slow 
and difficult, and that « would become more visible 
im the second half of 19%, with a clear strengthening 
in 1995 and 1996. All the available data points to the 
confirmation of the finance minister's speech. Moreover, 


1996 


|Catroga] The Bank of Portugal has just presented an 
estimate for 1995 within a range of between 2.25 percent 


and 3.25 percent. 


[DIARIO *YE NOTICIAS] But the Bank of Portugal has 
revised the growth forecast downward, as has the CISF 
{expansion not given] Bank. 


[Catroga) | have always said that the recovery would 
be slow, difficult, aad gradual. | have never created 
false expectations. | do not believe that i is proving 
slower and more difficult than expected. 0.25 percent 
more or less is not decisive. The important thing is 
that the recovery be sound, starting with exports and 
extending to mvestment and then private consumption. 
[passage omitted] 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But the recovery could be 
threatened by the weakening of cxports.. 


|Catroga] Foreign demand weakened in the second 
quarter. There are some clouds over the international 


situation, but exports are growing. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] And is not the deceleration 
of the imternational cconomy, at a time when the 
Portuguese recovery has not yet become consolidated, 
a threat” 

{Catroga] The U.S. economy is showing some cause for 


concern, but there are analysts who believe that the there 
will be another burst of growth at the end of the year. 
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There are also analyses to the same effect for Japan. 
What Portugal cannot do is to follow antcyclical g/owth 
policies, as in the past. [passage omitted) 


[DIARIO DE NOTILIAS] We are one of the countries 
ma the Union that have most strongly backeo exchange 


[Catroga] We currently have lower interest rates than 
the Italian and Spanish interest rates in all the moncy 
market scales. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But it has not yet reached 
people 

[(Catroga] ht has already reached housing credit, but it is 
& process that takes time. Lower interest and inflation 
rates than the Spanish and Italian races already refiert 
gains for our exchange rate statlity policy. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Out of the promises that 
you have made, have you kept the one concerning the 
development of the capital market” 


[Catroga] Completely. | promised to link the privatiza- 
tion measures more closely to the capital market and to 
diversify the sectors of the enterprises quoted. lt was 
within that framework that we effected the privatization 
of the Cement Company of Portugal, Portugal Telecom. 
and the Cellulose and Paper Company of Portugal, and 
we are going to make everything ready for the CPPE 
(former Portuguese Electric Company) to be among the 
first to be privatized in the next legislative term. There 
was no political time to carry out this operation. The 
second asm was to improve the capital market's operat- 
ing rules, and we are introducing those measures with 
the amendments to the Sapateiro Law. New tax incen- 
ves ave been given for the quotation of enterprises on 
the stock market and for purchasing stock, and I have 
launched new products such as the PPA [expansion not 
given] in order to stimulate demand. The only measure 
envisaged and not launched was the People’s Savings 
Plan, since it was deemed to have little added value rel- 


ative to the existing products. [passage omitted] 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Why are the privatization 
measures paying off less and less public debt” 


|Catroga] Pledges made to public enterprises have 
prevented the amount of public debt payoff from being 
what we would like. In 1994, out of the 188 million 
contos [1 conto = 1,000 escudos) in receipts from the 
privatization measures, only 40 million contos were 
carmarked for paying off puhic det. This year we 
should have 320 million contos in receipts, and only 
90 million contos will be for repaying det. The 1996 
and 1997 receipts could be used more heavily for that 
reduction. 
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[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But are you observing the 
law? 


[Catroga] We are certainly observing the law, but most 
of the other uses indirectly reduce the public debt 
because they serve to repay public enterprises’ credits 
under state guarantee. Sooner or later it would be state 
debt. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Is using the receipts from the 
privatization measures in the Brisa [as published] — as 
the National Audit Office reveals — lawful? 


{Catroga] In the Brisa? I cannot comment. If it was, it 
was not under my administration. Moreover, the Audit 
Office’s opinion on the 1993 state account is disputed 
by the office of the secretary of state for the budget. We 
respect it, but we disagree. It find it hard to believe that 
there are departments that are not observing the law. 
But every law can have more than one interpretation. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Is there more guaranteed 
debt today? 


[Catroga] Today the accounts are much more transpar- 
ent, and the state’s influence in the economy has been 
considerably reduced. We have not gone further because 
the PSP only in 1989 made feasible the majority needeu 
to remove from the Constitution the principle of the ir- 
reversibility of nationalization measures. It was an enor- 
mous cost for Portuguese taxpayers. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But the public debt has 
increased. 


{Catroga] The public debt has increased in all the EU 
countries with the weakening of the economy. Growth 
in Portugal has been below average. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] The reason was not just the 
recession... 


{Catroga] There is still the shouldering of public en- 
terprises’ liabilities, compensation for agrarian reform, 
and the national health service’s accumulated debt....but 
right now, conditions have been created for reducing the 
public debt by accelerating the privatization measures. 
And if we have been able to make 300 million contos 
in seven or eight months, it is possible to make at least 
700 million contos in two years. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Your predecessors were not 
SO quick to effect privatization measures? 


[Catroga] A strong political will is needed. | will leave a 
Suggested program for the next government. Time must 
not be wasted. [passage omitted] 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Has the convergence pro- 
gram been revised? 
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[Catroga] The program, submitted at the end of 1993, 
was subsequently approved in February 1994; I was 
already a minister. It has not been revised, nor have 
targets been brought forward. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But is it not normal for a 
1993 program to include the figures for that year and 
1994? 


[Catroga] The EU countries all submitted their conver- 
gence programs at the same time. We are not forced to 
revise the program. This does not mean that the next 
government may not wish to submit a new revision of 
the convergence program, but as we approach 1997, this 
makes less and less sense because the 3 percent target 
for the administrative public sector target, which must 
be met in 1997, is defined in several documents, specif- 
ically, in the Treaty on Union. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But there are those who 
assert that meeting the convergence criteria has been 
brought forward from 1998 to 1997... 


[Catroga] That is a totally incorrect analysis. There has 
been no change in the timetable. The fact is that some 
analysts wrongly... 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] They are not analysts. It is 
the PSP leader. 


{Catroga] They are people with a lack of knowledge 
of Community affairs. Since the most likely date for 
proceeding to the third stage of Monetary and Economic 
Union is 1999, those least acquainted with Community 
affairs believed that the 3 percent target for the public 
deficit was for 1998, but the treaty says that, in this 
case, the assessment will be made by June 1998. This 
means that it must be made with the final figures up to 
the end of 1997, and, at most, weighing up the trend 
for 1998. That is why all the countries set 1997 as the 
target, except Greece and Italy, which set 1998 because 
they are further behind in reducing the deficit. 


{DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Do you believe that we are 
going to meet that target? 


[Catroga] It is a feasible target provided that there is 
political will and there is stringency in expenditure and 
success in combating tax evasion, and this requires an 
ability to resist pressure groups, as well as its being 
necessary for there to be economic growth. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Portugal was recently threat- 
ened with suspension from the Cohesion Fund because 
of the excessive deficit. Is this a risk we run? 


|Catroga] The Commission is trying to create doctrine 


in one of the whereas clauses of the recommendation on 
excessive deficits, on the interpretation of the principle 
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of conditionality defined in the Cohesion Fund's regula- 
tions. This says that if the situation of excessive deficit 
(above 3 percent of GDP) is not eliminated within a 
year or another deadline set by the Commission, there 
could be a suspension of the Cohesion Fund's payments 
for new projects until the situation is corrected. And our 
argument is that the deadline set by the Commission is 
1997, as a result of the approval of the convergence pro- 
gram. We pointed out that we had already set a deficit 
of 4.3 percent for 1996, when the Spanish forecast 4.4 
percent. 

[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Is the threat an abuse of 
power by the Commission? 

[Catroga] I have already asked for opinions from two 
lawyer's offices specializing in Community law about 
what seems to us an improper interpretation, and we are 
going to dispute that interpretation. 

[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] Are you going to submit a 
complaint to the European Court? 

[Catroga] Following two opinions, we will make a 
political assessment. For the present, the lawyers say 
that the situation is absurd, since there is just a whereas 
Clause, not a decision. 


[DIARIO DE NOTICIAS] But it is asserted that that 
there was a clear political aim of attacking the Spanish. 


[Catroga] I do not wish to speculate. 


Military Intelligence Service Decree Approved 
BRO808141795 Lisbon EXPRESSO in Portuguese 
5 Aug 95 p3 


[Report by Jose Vegar: "Military Copies SIS"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The SIEDM [Strategic Defense 
and Military Information Service], which is to replace 
the DINFO [Military Intelligence Division] for the 
collection of external intelligence, is “coupled” with 
the SIS [Intelligence and Security Service] organically 
and in how their functions complement each other. The 
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decree governing the SIEDM, approved in secret in 
the Council of Ministers on 20 July, makes it possible 
for the organization to have six operational directorates 
coordinated by the service's director general. There are 
various Candidates for this post. 

This choice of responsibilities for the director is one 
of the new aspects of the post. It emerged after the 
same choice was made by Daniel Sanches, who saw the 
decree on the restructuring of the SIS approved at the 
same government meeting. 


In the meantime, the post of director general of the 
SIEDM is already being contested. However, in military 
and intelligence circles the name of Dias Branco, the 
current DINFO director, has emerged as the best choice. 
The Navy has “pushed” for Brito e Abreu, who used to 
run the NATO intelligence service. Ladeiro Monteiro, 
the former director of the SIS, is a name that has 
come up, although with less support. In informal talks 
a number of top ambassadors were also sounded out, 
but they proved less enthusiastic due to the post's low 
pay. However, the SIEDM deputy director's post will 
definitely go to a diplomat. 


Another one of the problems to be resolved is the hiring 
of service staff. At present, the only thing that has been 
settled is that the DINFO civil servants will move to the 
SIEDM, while the DINFO military officers, who hold 
the majority of leadership and investigative posts, will 
have to make a Career choice. 


The budget is another unresolved matter. The SIEDM 
will have to receive an extra budget from the state, 
something which has not yet been decided, and it is 
even admitied that “nothing will be started before the 
elections,” according to a senior official involved in the 
process. 


In any case, all of the decisions regarding the SIEDM 
will only be made after a partisan consensus is reached, 
as happened with the debate on the decree-law that gave 
rise tO it. 
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Solana: U.S. Guilty of Double Standards in War 


BRO808132795 Madrid ABC in Spanish 8 Aug 95 
p2l 


(Report by Luis Ayllon: “King Discusses With Solana 
Situation in Balkans Following Resumption of War") 
(FBIS Translated Excerpt] Yesterday his majesty the 
king received Foreign Minister Javier Solana at the 
Marivent Palace in Palma de Mallorca. The minister 
informed him about the status of the conflict in the for- 
mer Yugoslavia following the latest military offensive 
in which Croatia took back Krajina. Javier Solana felt 
that the time had come to create an atmosphere that will 
make it possible to hold a direct dialogue between the 
parties involved in the conflict. [passage omitted] 


Solana gave details to the monarch about talks he had 
in Geneva with the international mediators, Carl Bildt 
and Thorvald Stoltenberg, and with Croatian Foreign 
Minister Mate Granic, who apparently gave guarantees 
to his Spanish counterpart that the offensive against 
Serb-populated Krajina has ended and that the UN 
forces and non-governmental organizations will be free 
to move. 


The minister (as he afterwards told the press) explained 
to Juan Carlos that at this time the main concern of 
the EU and the UNHCR [UN High Commissioner for 
Refugees] is to provide aid to the almost 100,000 Serbs 
who have left Krajina and who are seeking refuge in 
Bosnia. Solana said that this is the most serious refugee 
problem since the war began, since it is estimated that 
95 percent of Krajina Serbs have abandoned their homes 
in the face of the Croat forces. 


The minister repeated that, despite the fact that events 
would seem to show the opposite, one should not be 
tempted to give up the efforts to reach a diplomatic 
settiement. To this end, he said that he thought the time 
had come to “begin creating a climate that will make 
it possible to hold a direct dialogue between the parties 
involved in the conflict.” 


Solana warned that he was not making this statement 
“heedlessly,” and stressed that “it is not impossible that 
this could happen,” since the leaders of the various 
parties have made clear their readiness for such a 
dialogue. 


In addition he was critical of statements made by the 
U.S. Administration to the effect that the Croatian 
offensive could facilitate the resolution of the conflict, 
and he said that “there cannot be double standards,” 
clearly referring to condemnations of Serb military 
actions.” 
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Solana did not rule out the possibility that there could 
be some Croatian action in Eastern Slavonia, a territory 
to which Croatia aspires, where the majority of the 
population is comprised of Serbs, and which was also 
part of the self-proclaimed Serb Republic of Krajina. 


As for the conflict between the Bosnian Serb political 
leader, Radovan Karadzic, and his military chief, Gen- 
eral Ratko Mladic, who was dismissed by Karadzic, 
Solana did not think that this would worsen the con- 
flict, but that on the contrary it could make the Bosnian 
Serbs think it would be better to accept the peace plans. 


Blue Helmets 

The minister informed the king about the situation 
facing the Spanish Blue Helmets deployed in the area 
of Mostar. According to him they are on normal alert. 
Solana acknowledged that as this is a symbolic city of 
the Croat-Muslim federation, where the Spanish forces 
are facilitating the cohabitation of the two populations, 
there is some risk of attack by the Serbs. He stated that 
this is a “low risk,” and he said that in his opinion 
the Spanish military contingent, which will not be 
reinforced, is not in danger. 


The foreign minister explained to Juan Carlos the 
reasons why he decided to postpone the visit which he 
had planned to make at this time to Zagreb, Mostar, 
and Sarajevo as president of the Council of Ministers 
of the European Union. He said that the status of the 
conflict had worsened and made it very difficult to carry 
out the visit, especially since the helicopters that were 
to be made available .o him were needed to carry out 
humanitarian aid work. He said that the thwarted visit 
would take place next week and he did not conceal 


the fact that he was personaliy disappointed. [passage 
omitted] 


Solana: Gonzalez Should Remain PSOE Candidate 


BRO808132695 Madrid EL MUNDO in Spanish 
8 Aug 95 p10 


[Report by Macia Riera: “Solana Asserts That Gonzalez 
Should Remain PSOE Candidate in Next Election"] 


[FBIS Translated Text} Palma de Mallorca — Spanish 
Foreign Minister Javier Solana maintained in Palma de 
Mallorca yesterday that Felipe Gonzalez must again be 
the PSOE [Spanish Socialist Workers Party] candidate 
in the next general election, which, in his opinion, 
should not be held before the end of Spanish European 
Union (EU) presidency. 


After speaking for just over an hour with King Juan 
Carlos at the Marivent Palace, Solana dispelled any 
uncertainty about his possible candidacy to succeed 
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Gonzalez on the Socialist election poster, since his 
absolute priority now is to carry out the EU Council 
of Ministers presidency with all his energy. 

"In my opinion, for many reasons, the best thing will 
be for the prime minister to continue as leader on the 
Socialist Party's lists,” the foreign minister asserted in 
response to the latest reports citing him as the strongest 
candidate to succeed Felipe Gonzalez on the PSOE’s 
election poster in the next general election. 


In the Spanish foreign minister's opinion, his main 
responsibility right now is the EU presidency which 
Spain holds in the current six-month period, “and which 
it will not hold again until well into the 21st century,” 
he stated. 


Important Moment 

"This presidency,” the minister continued, “at a time of 
special importance for Spain and for Europe is important 
enough to center all efforts on it.” 

To this effect, he reiterated the advisability of the 
general election not being held before the Spanish 
presidency is over, “because I believe that there are 
things that can wait,” he maintained. 


In Javier Solana’s opinion, Spain “holds a consider- 
able responsibility” during months essential for Euro- 
pean building, since the final framework of the single 
European currency wil! Le decided on before the end 
of the year, and the conference which is to determine 
what the Europe of the 21st century will be like will be 
prepared, the minister explained. 


SPAIN 27 


In any event, Solana explained that he will devote all 
his energy '0 ensuring that the presidency ‘ a success 
for Spain and for Europe. 


"That is my priority and my duty, and I am going to 
devote every minute of my political activity over the 
next few months to that task,” he concluded. 


PSOE finance chief Francisco Fernandez Marugan also 
referred to Felipe Gonzalez’ replacement as the PSOE’s 
candidate in the next general election in an interview 
which he granted to Europa Press, in which he asserted 
that he is not in favor of changing the leadership in view 
of the problem which Spanish society has. 


Magnificent Candidate 


In this connection, Marugan emphasized that he believes 
that those most interested now in Felipe Gonzalez’ not 
being a candidate in the next general election are not 
the Socialists but the political Right. 


“Gonzalez has performed an extraordinary political task, 
and the best aspirations for change center on him. 
Not only the Guerraists but also the renewalists, if the 
Stereotype is valid, still believe that he is a magnificent 
candidate for the next general election.” 


He added that when this matter is debated in the 
PSOE, one of the arguments which he will use for his 
continuing is that he causes a very conspicuous paralysis 
in the People’s Party, among “other things, because 
Aznar’s leadership ability is quite poor.” 
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Sweden 


SDP Resumption of Aid to Cuba ‘Controversial’ 


95EN0362A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 4 Jul 9S p7 


[Article by Kaa Eneberg: “Social Democrats Resume 
Controversial Cuba Aid”) 

{FBIS Translated Text] The Social Democratic govern- 
ment is now resuming the controversial Swedish aid to 
Cuba. Development Aid Minister Pierre Schori, who re- 
cently visited the country, also anticipates that the EU 
{European Union] will enter into a long-range coopera- 
tion agreement with Fidel Castro. 


The Swedish decision means that the research organ 
Sarec’s medical project in Cuba will now be taken out 
of mothballs and get fresh money to continue with the 
development of research on AIDS and tropical diseases, 
among others. That development aid was halted by the 
nonsocialist government in 1991, with the motivation 
that Cuba is still communist and is not showing any 
willingness for democratic development. 

“As an old friend of the Cuban people, in my talks with 
the Cuban leaders I have taken personal liberties and 
at a hastily called news conference after his return on 
Monday. 


Inhuman Punishment 


The development aid minister did not want to say which 
truths were expressed in the dialogue between aging 
Fidel Castro, Foreign Minister Robert Robaina, and 
Vice President Carlos Lage. 


To what extent it involves the large number of political 
prisoners who are in Cuba was unclear. Information 
about their number varies from a few ‘iundred to several 
thousand. 


Pierre Schori was careful to note that the political 
prisoners “have their own dialogue.” For example, a 
French delegation, inspired by presidential wife Danielle 
Mitterrand, has inspected the Cuban prisons. 

Tens of thousands of Cubans have fled Cuba during 
the last year, away from the deteriorated economic 
conditions. The United States, which despite continued 
economic sanctions has recently opened a dialogue with 
the Cubans, now sends back the refugees immediately. 
But there are still 13,000 refugees remaining at the U.S. 
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Guantanamo base on Cuba. Of the more than 1,000 
Cubans who have sought asylum in Sweden, a handful 
have been permitted to stay. The rest are sent back. 


Pierre Schori made the visit to Cuba at the direct 
invitation of the Cuban Government. However, he 
traveled in the double role of Swedish minister and 
EU emissary in order to test the Cuban willingness to 
establish a political dialogue with the European Union. 
There is desire within the EU to have a dialogue and 
cooperation agreement, and Pierre Schori believed that 
he was able to report that the Cubans as well harbor 
hopes for cooperation. 


Disaster Aid 


The issue of Cuba and the EU will now be discussed 
further by the Council of Ministers. 


The EU has had an office for disaster relief in Cuba for 
several years. The agreement that could now be entered 
into involves long-range development work. 


Pierre Schori, who has been a staunch friend of revolu- 
tionary Cuba, pointed out that he does not believe that 
Cuba is democratic. He did not agree with the interpre- 
tation of “dictatorship,” but explained that he regards 
Cuba as a far-from-democratic one-party state. He was 
of the opinion, however, that certain points of light exist 
and that the groups of exiles in Miami, among others, 
have a radically different view of the old homeland. 


What is now making the EU interested in helping the 
Cubans, however, is that the country is able to show a 
certain economic stabilization. 

Large state-owned farms have been converted into 
cooperatives, foreign investments are encouraged, and 
so forth. At the same time what Pierre Schori calls “the 
major social gains that have been made” are threatened. 
He is referring to the democratic reforms in education, 
health care, and housing policy. There, Swedish and 
European contributions are welcome. 


Aid to Cuba has been a controversial issue in Swedish 
politics since the 1970's. The nonsocialist parties 
strongly disliked the friendship of various Social 
Democratic governments with Fidel Castro. In 1976, 
when Thorbjorn Falldin (Center Party) headed a three- 
party government, the aid was canceled, but it was 
resumed in 1982. Even when the flow of assistance to 
Cuba decreased, it was kept alive through the research 
cooperation with Sarec, among others. 
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that is now being resumed can demonstrate impressive 
results from the earlier cooperation with Sweden. For in- 
stance, all the researchers al one institution were trained 
at Karolinska Institute with Swedish development aid 
funds. 


Schori Defends Decision on Aid 


9SEN0362B Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 

in Swedish 14 Jul 95 p2 

(Guest commentary by Foreign Aid Minister Pierre 
Schori: “Political Demands on Cuba Counteract Dia- 
logue” } 

(FBIS Translated Text] On 14 November 1991 the 
than 20-year-old foreign aid cooperation with Cuba was 
to cease at the rate that existing agreements came to 
an end. This ind to tho fact Ghat tochalcal cocperation 
with the assistance organ Bits was canceled and that the 
Swedish Institute stopped sending invitations to Cuba 
for various fellowship programs. 

Through this 1991 decision Cuba became the only 
country in the entire world that was expressly excluded 
from this type of course and fellowship activity. At 
the same time a Swedish-Cuban cooperation in cancer 
and diabetes research, among other fields, also came 
to a halt. Cutting this off was a purely ideological 
decision, which devastated several years of intellectual 
and material investments. 

Sweden does not maintain a policy of sanctions against 
Cuba. The central part of Sweden's actions is to 
promoie, in the best wav oossible, a peaceful process 
toward greater openness, democracy, respect for human 
rights, and economic aid social development. Just as 
the EU [European Union] Commission, the government 
is of the opinion that a blockade of Cuba does not lead 
to a positive development in any field. 


For that reason the EU, which is the largest donor of 
humanitarian aid to Cuba, has taken initiatives for a 
political and economiz dialogue with Havana. During 
my recent visit to the country I myself was able to 
determine that such a dialogue, which also includes 
politically difficult questions and citizens’ rights, is of 
interest to Cuba's government. 

The visit was undertaken in agreement with the respon- 
sible EU commissioner and the Spanish foreign minis- 
ter, whose country has chaired the EU since | July. 


Our now resumed cooperation should not come as a 
surprise to the critics. The government's decision was 
made as early as 9 February this year and is in line 
with two Riksdag decisions, in the spring of 1994 and 
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the spring of 1995. The cooperation applies to course 
activity, fellowship exchange, and research cooperation. 


For example, it is of mutual scientific interest that the 
highly qualified inscitutes on the Cuban side, such as the 
Institute for Tropical Medicine (Instituto de Medicina 
Tropical Pedro Kouri) and the Research Institute for 
Immunology (Centro de Imunologia Molecular), and 
on the Swedish side the Karolinska Institute, among 
ce 
so ; 


eration with humanitanan elements would counteract its 
purpose. Instead of discriminating against Cuba in an 
T ceeiiiy Gauter te ataies © aie tne Gece 
countries, the government wants to utilize the resumed 
assistance contacts in order to conduct an active dia- 


logue and promote greater openness. 


Such a course also has major support among Cuban 
democrats. The most recent example of this is the 
noted meeting between Fidel Castro and Eloy Gutierrez 
Menoyo the day before my own meeting with the Cuban 
president. 

Cutierrez Menoyo fought together with Castro against 
Batista in the 1950's. He later broke with his brother-in- 
arms, founded Alpha 66, and joined the armed struggle 
against Castro. Gutierrez Menoyo was imprisoned and 
not released until 22 years later. No one can dispute 
his credibility as a dissident. Gutierrez Menoyo, who 
now lives in Miami, gave the following reasons for his 
action: 

"I have more reasons than most to hate. But it is 
time to put hate and the past behind us. I have long 
believed that we can do more for our dear ones and for 
change through dialogue with the Cuban Government 
than through confrontation and isolation.” 

Gutierrez Menoyo and his friends are right. Insults 
and lack of knowledge cannot replace dialogue and 
diplomacy. “Brain curtains” and Berlin Walls are part 
of the Cold War. 


Daily Attacks Schori on Aid 


9SENO0362C Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 15 Jul 95 p2 


(Editorial: “Schori's Dodges”) 

[FBIS Translated Text] The government's decision to 
resume the foreign aid cooperation with Cuba has 
wttracted a great deal of criticism (in these columns, 
among others). Foreign Aid Minister Pierre Schori has 
now been forced to explain himself. 
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In a polemic article in DAGENS NYHETER he writes 
that the central part of Sweden's actions is to promote, 
in the best way possible, a peaceful process with greater 
openness, democracy, respect for human rights, and 
economic and social development. So far, so good. 


Later in the article comes the logical somersault: 


“To impose political demands on an intellectual, system- 
opening exchange and valuable research cooperation 
with humanitarian elements would counterac( its pur- 
pose,” Schori writes. 


One might wonder how this way of going about it 
promotes, in the best way possible, the peaceful process 
which he previously said he wanted to prioritize. 


Entering into long-term assistance cooperations with 
authoritarian dictatorships that are not showing any 
willingness for political reforms is undoubtedly to 
legiumize them. 


Last Thursday a Cuban gunboat drove straight into an 
armada of leisure boats with Cuban refugees on board. 
Three persons were seriously hurt and one of the boats 
began to take on water. 


This leads the thoughts to an event that happened 
exactly a year ago. At that time 41 refugees perished 
when the tow boat they were trying to escape in was 
rammed by a Cuban military ship. Half of the dead 
were children. But Cuba's Government did not want 
to assume responsibility, maintaining that the collision 
occurred “by mistake.” 


Ironically, the group that was rammed last Thursday 
was in Cuban territorial waters in order to remember 
the anniversary of the attempt to escape. By placing 
flowers in the water they wanted to honor those who 
perished there. 


The Cuban Government can hardly assert that this 
ramming as well was a mistake. On the contrary; it 
was an expression of how the communist dictatorship 
is used to dealing with peaceful protests. 


It is not enough that Pierre Schori legitimizes the dic- 
tatorship by resuming the long-range assistance coop- 
eration. He also still stubbornly refuses to call Cuba a 
dictatorship. 


To believe that political demands on Cuba would 
counteract their purpose is not to promote the work for 
human rights in Cuba. On the contrary. 
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Carisson on Coalition With Center Party 


9SENO319A Stockholm DAGENS NYHETER 
in Swedish 20 Jun 95 p All 


{Report on interview with Prime Minister Ingvar Caris- 
son by Dick Ljungberg at the prime minister's office; 
date not given: “Close Friends, But Not a Couple”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text} A coalition between the Social 
Democrats and the Center Party is not imminent and has 
not been discussed at all. There is no reason to talk about 
a coalition as long as the energy issue is unresolved. 
That is Prime Minister Ingvar Carlsson’s message to 
those at the Center convention who were worried about 
Olof Johansson’s “open mandate.” 


Carlsson received DAGENS NYHETER at Rosenbad 
for an interview just before he had to dash off to Bom- 
mersvik for the party's executive committee meeting on 
Monday and Tuesday. 


He stated that the government and the Center Party 
agree on \everal issues in addition to the economy— 
and strongly disagree on others. And he commented on 
his own communist accusations against the Left Party 
and Goran Persson’s threat to brand people who say bad 
things about Sweden abroad. 


Carisson thinks he and Olof Johansson have very similar 
views on the question of cooperation and coalition. 


Close to Each Other 


“We have reached an important agreement on economic 
policy, and that agreement stands on its own. We agree 
on security policy and we have come close to each other 
on the old controversial issue of church and state,” he 
asserted. “1 am very satisfied with this, and we will have 
to see whether there can be more cooperation. 


"I have said that I do not reject coalitions in principle, 
and Johansson wants a kind of open mandate from his 
convention. In other words, both of us feel it is unwise 
to reject coalition possibilities. But we are definitely not 
close to anything like that, we have not even discussed 
things in those terms,” Carlsson said. 


Besides, it is meaningless to think of coalitions as 
long as the energy issue is unresolved, in his opinion. 
Otherwise things might turn out the way they did in the 
nonsocialist government, which had the Oresund bridge 
issue hanging around its neck like a millstone. 


Johansson is still fighting the construction of the bridge, 
but Carlsson stands by the bridge decision. He has 
absolutely no intention of helping to change it. 
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Welfare Policy 

The proposal on cooperating with the Social Democrats 
that the Center convention debated says that the Center 
Party wants to reform social insurance programs “in the 
direction of basic security.” 

“That is one of the points on which the Social Democrats 
and the Center lie far apart; I will not conceal that,” 
said the prime minister. “We support the general welfare 
policy with compensation according to income, here our 
basic assumptions are entirely different from those of 
the Center Party.” 

On Saturday Johansson rejected Swedish participation 
in the EUs Economic and Monetary Union, the EMU. 


“I think it would be a mistake to say no to the EMU 
now,” Carlsson said, on the other hand. “The Riksdag 
has decided that it will not make a decision about this 
until sufficient data exists. | am thinking of following 
this procedure as prime minister.” 

Personally and in principle, however, Carlsson is recep- 
tive to EMU membership after the ravages market forces 
have inflicted on national currencies in recent years. But 
the fight against foreign exchange rate speculation must 
be global. 


The Year 2010 Stands 


He does not know if the Social Democrats can agree 
with the Center Party on nuclear power—the Energy 
Commission is working on it—but Carlsson does not 
want to change the final date of the phase-out, 2010, 
by a single year. “If one conducts a popular referendum 
then the result must be respected; otherwise, it harms 
democracy,” he maintained. 

But even so, after the cooperation so far the prime 
minister believes that there is “mounting respect” for 
the Social Democrats and the Center. “For our party 
this means that with our current political base and as 
the government party we are at least as strong as we 
were after the election,” he stated. 


Last week Goran Persson created quite a stir in the 
Riksdag by threatening to brand those who say bad 
things about “our fine native land abroad.” 


“Remove the word ‘brand’; it led the debate in the 
wrong direction,” Carlsson commented. “Instead, say 
‘criticize and debate with those who say bad things 
about Sweden abroad."” 


He referred to an article in the publication MAKT 
& MEDIA in which a U.S. journalist showed that 
the Conservatives have systematically planted negative 
opinions about Sweden abroad, got the foreign media to 
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comment, and then used this in the domestic political 
debate. 


Depressing Politics 

"This is a depressing form of domestic politics that | 
think people seldom resort to in other countries. It could 
lead to our having to pay unnecessarily high interest 
rates.” 

In the closing Riksdag debate Carlsson used the Left 
Party's secretary, Lars Ohly, as a weapon ajainst 
Gudrun Schyman. Ohly has said that he intends to go 
on Calling himself a socialist and a communist. 


Many people, including party comrades, think Carlsson 
dug up the communist specter for partisan purposes. 


"If I had brought up what Lars Werner or C.H. 
Hermansson said 10 years ago, it would have been 
digging up the communist specter. But now a current 
party secretary says he is a communist. As long as there 
are people who believe in communist ideas and want to 
put them into practice, I will fight them.” 


But why bring up Ohly’s statement now, when it was 
made just after New Year's? 


“It did not come to my attention immediately, but when 
I became aware of what he had said I decided to bring 
it up on a suitable occasion,” Carlsson replied. 


Article Views Potential Carisson Successors 


9SENO366A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 11 Jul 95 p 10 


[Article by Anita Kratz and Dan Svanell: “Carlsson Heir 
Sought” ] 

[FBIS Translated Text] Anxiety is mounting in the 
Social Democratic Party over the lack of an obvious 
successor to Ingvar Carlsson. Finance Minister Goran 
Persson, 46, is too cocky; Deputy Prime Minister Mona 
Sahlin, 38, has faded; and Coordination Minister Jan 
Nygren, 45, is unknown outside the party. 


But these three are the principal favorites. However, 
Culture Minister Margot Wallstrom, 40, and Agriculture 
Minister Margareta Winberg, 47, are also waiting in the 
wings. 


Much of the uncertainty surrounding the successor 
question is also due to the fact that no one knows when 
Ingvar Carlsson plans to resign. Some think it will be 
at the party congress in the fall of 1997, or as early as 
the extra congress in the spring of 1996. Others believe 
he will wait until 2001. If Carlsson remains in office 
that long he will also serve as chairman of the EU for 
the first half of 2001 and lead its summit meeting in 
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Sto-kholm in June of that year. Five months later he 
will celebrate his 67th birthday. 

He wants to have more time for himself, his family, and 
his leisure interests before he gets too old. But Carlsson 
Someone close to him says that “when he has decided 
he will bring the matter up informally with the party 
secretary, and no one else.” 


As a conscientious man he is unlikely to resign before he 
has a successor who is ready to assume responsibility. 


Coalition With Center 


A very important reason for Carlsson to stay on 
the 1998 election is a possible coalition with 
ter Party. On various occasions he has talked about the 
need to cooperate across bloc lines. What he chiefly 
has in mind is an S/C [Social Democratic/Center] gov- 
ernment, but that requires an increase in public sup- 
port. According to the last SVENSKA DAGBLADET/ 
SIFO [Swedish Institute of Public Opinion Research] 
poll such a government does not have enough support 
among the voters. 


Before a potential government cooperation comes to 
meted perp pate eny ondhgy hey fame 

and the phasing out of nuclear power. Fr this reason 
an S/C government cannot be formed before the second 
half of 1996 at the earliest. If Carlsson and Center 
Party leader Olof Johansson agree to form a coalition 
government, then both will probably stay on as party 
leaders until after the 1998 election. The two parties will 
then enter the campaign together and ask for a further 
mandate for the period 1998-2002. If Carlsson chooses 
this future scenario, it is hard to say who his successor 


will be. Political developments go quickly. 
Two Main Candidates 


On the other hand, if he resigns within the next couple of 
years, as we said above, there is no obvious successor, 
only possible ones. There are two main candidates: 
Mona Sahlin and Goran Persson. Both are part of the 
Social Democratic Party leadership. They have strong 
and broad support within the party, especially Sahlin, 
who emerged as Carisson’s crown princess after she 
joined the government in 1990 and was appointed as 
party secretary in 1992. It does not detract from her 
chances that she is now also formally number two in 
the government. 


Her colleagues are concerned that she is disappearing 
from the political scene. One adviser wanis her to be 
“more of a deputy prime minister and not simply act as 


equal rights minister.” 
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It is no secret that Persson has a strong position among 
Persson is also mentioned within SSU [Social Demo- 
cratic Youth) as the strongest party leader candidate: 
“Paradoxically, the voters want a party leader type who 
reminds them of old-time Social Democratic municipal 
party bosses.” 


SSU people are also satisfied that Persson is not part 
of the right wing. In contrast to Kjell-Olof Feldt, who 
allowed the Finance Ministry to get into other kinds of 
policy, he deals only with economic policy. 

But Persson also has many enemies. His local party boss 
style has irritated many people in both the government 
and the party. Launching Persson could trigger an 
internal conflict. 

Such a situation would open the door for Jan Nygren. 
He is anonymous among the general public, but not in 
the party. After his years as SSU chairman and under 
secretary in the Civil Service and Defense Ministries he 
is Quite familiar with the party and the corridors of the 
government office building. He also has strong support 
among district party secretaries around the country. 


When Tage Erlander was unexpectedly elected as Per- 
Albin Hansson’s successor in 1947, it was after an 
acrimonious fight between Gustav Moller and Ernst 
Wigforss. Similarly, Nygren could very easily be the 
compromise candidate the party is iooking for if there is 
a fight between Sahlin and Persson. Nygren’s chances 
will probably also increase the longer Carlsson waits 
before he resigns. 


There are objections to Nygren: “He cuts a poor 
figure, a pleasant bureaucrat who is unlikely to inspire 
enthusiasm in the socialist movement.” At the same time 
his backers point out his similarity to Carlsson in being 
a good negotiator and good at resolving conflicts. 


Besides these three there are Margot Wallstrom and 
Margareta Winberg. 


It is widely held that Winberg has clear party leadership 
ambitions, but the question is whether she can really 
attract the broad masses in the party. She has done a 
good job as agriculture minister, a post that traditionally 
often involves problems for the Social Democrats. 
That she has been very successful in her contacts 
with the farmers’ powerful LRF [National Federation 
of Farmers} is proof of her political dexterity, her 
supporters say. Critics point out that she opposed 
the party's economic policy earlier. Confidence in her 
knowledge of economic matters is not great. 


Walistrom was a real shooting star when Carlsson 
induced her to become youth and ecclesiastical affairs 
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munister in 1988. But does she really want to spend more 
time on politics than she does today? Carisson used all 
the tricks at his disposal to get her to accept the job 
as minister of culture. Among other things he promised 
that she could partially run the ministry from her home 
town, Karlstad. 

Often Stay Until Retirement 

Social Democratic party chairmen traditionally remain 
in office for a long time. If nothing unforeseen hap- 
pens he/she 1s unlikely to resign before reaching retire- 
ment age. Tage Erlander was prime minister and party 
chairman for 22 years and was 68 years old when he 
resigned. His successor, Olof Palme, was party leader 
from 1969 to 1986 and served as prime minister for 
about 10 of these years. Ingvar Carisson became party 
leader in March 1986 and has served as prime minister 
from 1986 to 1991 and since last fall's election. If he 
chooses to resign at the party congress in 2001 he will 
have ruled the Social Democratic Party for 15 years. 


The workload for a party chairman has increased sharply 
in recent years. It is hardly likely that Carlsson’s 
successor—whoever it is—will lead the party for as long 
as any of his or her three predecessors. 


Conservatives Search for Bildt Replacement 


9SEN0364A Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET 
in Swedish 3 Jul 95 pil 


[Commentary by Mats Knutson: “Car! Bildt in Bosnia 
Makes Problems at Home™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] No one, not even Carl Bildt 
himself, knows what the consequences of his mediation 
role in Bosnia will be for the Moderates and their 
domestic policy. A proxy group must plan for periods 
without the party leader, but it does not know how 
often or when they will occur. Bildt has chosen not 
to designate a crown prince. 

The prestigious EU assignment will give Bildt increased 
authority in the upcoming campaign for the Swedish 
election to the European Parliament, to the extent that 
he can participate in it. But it is only with the resumption 
of the Riksdag sessions in October that it will become 
evident to what extent the party leader's absence will 
affect the party's chances to play an important role and 
thereby make its mark in the political debate. 


Length of Assignment Uncertain 


Another uncertainty is how long Bildt's assignment as 
mediator will last. He has not indicated any terminating 
date, but has let it be understood that he expects to 
participate in the election of 1998. Presumably that 
means that he would be able to give his full attention 
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for a successor to the post of party leader. 


Bildt has chosen not to institute any forma! changes in 
the party's leadership that could lead to the interpreta- 
tion that a crown prince had been selected. 


Two Possible Successors 


There are two strong candidates, both of whom have 
ambitions to be party leader: Bo Lundgren, former 
minister of taxation, and Per Unckel, former party 
secretary and minister of education. 


Consideration is also being given to creating a more 
formal, better-defined status for the two in the party's 
edly not currently in effect, is to have Bo Lundgren re- 
place Lars Tobisson as the Moderates’ top name in the 
finance committee while Unckel would take over as as- 
sistant group leader. 


The two politicians could thus take a stride forwards 
without Tobisson, who is also the party's first vice 
chairman, being formally bypassed. 


Wider Informal Leadership 


So far, no formal changes have occurred. The only 
change is that the informal party leadership has been 
broadened. Formerly this inc!udod, besides Bildt, Lars 
Tobisson, deputy vice chairman Gun Helisvik, and party 
secretary Guanar Hokmark. Now Lundgren, Unckel, 
and Chris Heister are included. 

The informal party leadership plays a more important 
role within the party when Bildt is away. Formerly, 
it met o;'y for a couple of hours every Monday 
morning. Now it meets three times a week: on Mondays, 
Wednesday, and Pridays. 
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Heavy Load for Tobisson 

if Bildt is away from domestic politics a lot during the 
coming year, then Tobisson’s workload will be heavy. 
Besides his duties as first vice chairman, he is also the 
group leader in the Riksdag, a member of the finance 
committee, and the party's representative on the EU 
Committee. 

Tobisson enjoys rock-solid confidence and support in 
the Moderate Riksdag group, but there is hardly enough 
support to be the party leader. 


This left a sumber of the Moderates in the Riksdag 
dissatisfied with the fact that Bildt did not avail himseif 
of the opportunity the situation presented to formally 
designate Lundgren and Unckei and thus secure their 
positions. 
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Policy, Strategy Toward Balkans Discussed 
95P20930B 


[FBIS Media Note] “Can hooliganism shape foreign 
policy?” asked Stefanos Kasimatis in the 9 July Athens 
weekly KIRIAKATIKI ELEVTHERKOTIPIA. He was 
referring to the incidents at an Athens basketball 
Greece. The question still hangs over “Greco-Serbian 
‘fnendship,”” he wrote. “Unfortunately,” »erbian reac- 
uon against Greece continues, Kasimatis noted, citing 
reports fre “well-informed sources” in Belgrade about 
attacks agi mst the Greek Embassy, police indifference, 
insults against Greek students and businessmen, as 
well as anti-Greek articles in the “controlled” press. In 
contrast, the position of the Greek Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs was clear from the outset, Kasimatis said. The 
ministry stated that while the attitude of Greek sports 
enthusiasts who booed the Yugoslav national anthem 
was indeed offensive, it wished to put the issue behind 
it and Continue 10 maintain good relations with Serbia. 
Even Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou 

regret over the incidents, Kasimatis noted. Neverthe- 
less, the foreign affairs ministry is concerned that its 
Yugoslav counterpart delayed in acknowledging Greek 
apologies, and did not offer to pay for the damage 
to the Greek Embassy. Additionally, Greek diplomats 
were obviously displeased about Belgrade’s attitude 
which, through “discreet distancing,” actually favors 
the continuation of anti- Greek demonstrations. 


According to political observers, Kasimatis continued, 
since the Yugoslav Government controls and directs the 
country’s social life, events in Belgrade are bound to 
have repercussions at the political level, given that a 
number of “thorny issues” have recently emerged in 
Greco-Serbian relations: - The rapprochement between 
Sertia and Skopje (Former Yugoslav Republic of Mace- 
donia - FYROM), which stems mainly from the Skop- 
jeans’ readiness to circumvent UN sanctions against 
Serbia to their own advantage. - Serbia's dissatisfaction 
over Athens’ overture to Bosnia through the tripartite 
talks between Greece, Iran, and Bosnia. - Athens’ re- 
fusal to satisfy Serbia's request for the renewal of the 
agreement granting facilities in the Salonica port. - The 
reluctance of the Greek Government to abolish the need 
for visas for Serbia afier abolishing it for Croatia and 
Slovenia. - The flow of “precious” foreign exchange to 
Greece because of the waves of Serbian tourists vaca- 
tioning there. 


The question remains whether Serbia is using the 
episodes to distance itself from Greece, Kasimatis 
commented. Such a development, however, would not 


icesunationth fesse bonuane of ts Soper: for Sabie: 
it would be difficult for them to replace us.” 


The Cyprus issue has cxisted for a long time, and 
those who think that a quick solution based on recently- 


+ omanadaptanattin Laer ae aes sage ge mag mae 
Greece should build “privileged” ties with the “New 
Yugoslavia.” Bulgaria, and Albania and disprove the 
theory that its excellent ties with Serbia are targeted 
against the other two countries. In 2 suspicious Balkan 
climate, such misinterpretations are serious, Tsovolas 
warned. Greece's objective should be the stabilization 
of its northern border in order to reduce the chances of 
foreign intervention. The “Skopje problem” is part of 
this stabilization policy and should be solved within the 
context of trusting relations with the New Yugoslavia, 
Bulgaria, and Albania. lt should be agreed thal an “ar- 
tificial” FYROM cannot disturb the entire area and that 
all neighboring countries will guarantee its existence 
and borders, but not under the name of “Macedonia” or 
a derivative. Indeed, when this state is prevented from 
playing a ‘provocative role,” the goal it seeks through 
its insistence on the name issue Ceases to exist, Tsovolas 
contended. This strategy for the Balkan crisis may have 
its Costs, but is the only one which guarantees a -secure 
and dignified exit from the impasses of our times, Tso- 
volas concluded. 


Articles Question Friendship With Serbs 
GSP20933A 


|FBIS Media Note] 


Wherefore Serbian Enmity 


The “hooliganism” of Greek sports fans when they 
booed the Yugoslav basketball team's victory “thank- 
fully” disscived the “myth"-—which “cunning” Greek 
poliucians have fostered for years—ot a “traditional 
Greco-Serbian triendship,” wrote Yiannis Marinos in the 
16 July Athens weekly TO VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS. The 
thoughtless disapproval of a aumber of young sports en- 
thusiasts was sufficient to provoke the ire of the press, 
the leadership, and the people of the "New Yugoslavia” 
against Greece. They were obviously forgetting, Mari- 
nos Comtinued, that Greece is the only European Union 
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him, those looking with nostalgia on their lost Cause in 
the civil war sce in the Serbs and their “unrepentant” 
Communist President Slobodan Milosevic thei old 
allies and comrades-in- arms. Tito is a “national hero” 
for Greek leftists not because he broke off with Stalin, 
but for his help to the Greek guerrillas, whom he equated 
with his own. It is for this same reason that Yugoslavs 
(“now the Serbs") nourish no friendly feelings toward 
Greeks: they only pretend to do so, because they need 
them as their only “disinterested” friends, indeed their 
“benefactors” through aid deliveries and the unofficial 
violation of the U.N.-imposed embargo. 


What the Yugoslavs remember is that Greece prevented 
them from reaching the Aegean and that the Greek 
army did not allow them to seize Greek Macedonia 
to make it a Slavic area. This is why they withdrew 
their forces from the Republic of Macedonia, granting 
it independence to turn it into a future threat against 
Greece, when, after the Yugoslav tragedy is finally over, 
they will renew their Aegean ambitions with Gligorov 
as their ally, Marinos contended. They will always find 
some Greeks ready to support them, he concluded. 


Yugoslav Ambassador's Role 


The fact that Athens-Belgrade relations have not 
warmed up once again should not be hidden, ac- 
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isolation at the Cannes European Union (EU) summit 
“is oniy the beginning of the ills yet to come.” The 
indifference of Greece's EU partners to Greek concerns 
and goals is not the result of an “anti-Greek” plot, but the 
“logical corollary” of a series of events which pit Greece 
against most of its European partners, Andrianopoulos 


Secondly, the Greek-decreed embargo against “Skopje” 
without previous consultation with Greece's partners 
caused the expected reaction on the part of the EU 
the United States, and international public opimon. The 
move, which was seen as a destabilizing factor in the 
southern Balkan arca, as well as a greek attempt to 
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Fourthly, the “unjustified” conflict opened by Greece 
against the Vatican in af aiiempi to counterbalance 
the Catholic Church's penetration of Slavic Orthadoxy 
was a move likely to have ‘probably scnous” bul 
unpredictable consequences for Greek issues and claims. 


Fifth, Greece's “lack of vision and sufficient prepara- 
on” in its relations with Albania led Greece to re- 
act “nervously” to Albanian “provocative, but obviously 
planned” moves. This offered Albania the opportunity to 
propagandize about Greek “aggressiveness and turned 
against Greece those fearful of increased tension in the 
Balkans 


Greece's problems are compounded by certain elements 
related to imternavonal developments. Andnanopoulos 
continued. In the post-World War Il era, Greece enjoyed 
a number of advantages vis-a-vis its neighbors. “Unfor- 
tunately, Andrianopoulos remarked, these advantages 
are gradually receding and risk disappearing altogether. 
Greece's presence in the Western camp during the Cold 
War justified its options in the cyes of the West with 
regard to the differences with its communist neighbors. 
However, the Cold Wa is over and Greece is merely an 
“old” Gemocracyin an area where many “young democ- 
facies” attempt to stay on their “fragile feet. “Past sym- 
patties, Andrianopoulos opined, ‘have naturally taken 
another direction at present.” Even before the Cold 
War, Greece's participation in the coalition that fought 
against the Axis fostered positive feclings toward it. 
However, with the passing of the World War Il genera- 
von, few remember that period and younger politicians 
Cafry no ‘sentimental baggage. Finally. the decades- 
long domination of classical education in Western imsti- 
tutions of learming cultivated a strong ‘romantic rela- 
thonstup between Greece and the educated classes. How- 
ever, the new cra now dawning, founded on technology 
and information sciences, has ‘radically changed the 
onentation of education and interrupted previous ties. 


There are three principal inherent causes for the weak- 


on the imternationa! scene. t+-+~ Greece's top po- 
tical leader in the government hicrarchy suffers from 
“physical” problems that make him incapable of pro- 
vidingt high-level guidance and adequately represent- 
ing the country abroad. wed absence from diplomatic 
of a “dynamic image” in the 
Finally, the leaderstup of the 
Affairs ats, which is “obviously” im- 
to the new European and Balkan 
situations, merely follows developments instead of an- 
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ucipating them. “When the reactions of one side are 
anopoulos commented. Greece's humiliations in inter- 
national fora stem from the attempt by an “cutmoded™ 
political leadership to “cover-up” its deficiencies in a 
“strange climate of neonationalism fostered by certain 


Absence of Foreign Policy Planning Criticized 
9S P20930A 


[FBIS Media Note) Although last mc sth’s Euronean 
Union (EU) Cannes summit deal with a wide range 
of issues, Prime Minister Andreas Papandreou took a 
“despairingly narrow” view of the proceedings, accord- 
ing to Panos Kazakos, political science professor at the 
University of Athens, writing in the Athens weekly TO 
VIMA TIS KIRIAKIS of 9 July. Papandreou focused 
on the ‘supposed pressure” put on him by his EU part- 
Post-summit debate in Greece centered on the prime 
minister's preparedness for the meeting and on Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs Karolos Papoulias’ performance. 
Significantly, most Greek political leaders have thought- 
lessly a basic foreign policy choices about relations with 
Turkey on an “erroneous” basis. The prevailing climate 


can achieve in today’s European reality. This leads 
Greece to an “estrangement” from Europe and partic- 
ularly Southern Europe. Political leaders should have 
hecome aware long ago that Athens should be first to 
propose more in-depth contacts between the EU, as a 
good way to introduce Greek concern about Turkish 
developments and to remind Ankara of “the importance 
of the basic rules of the European game.” Afier all, 
Kazakos noted, a Greece that withdrew its objections to 
the EU-Turkey customs union some months ago should 
not reject “normal contacts” at this time. Greek security 
is bound to increase as Turkey's integration into the 
European system deepens, Kazakos commented. While 
this system has no unified security organization except 
for NATO, it is also a system of interrelationships that 
mecteases the costs for those who disregard its rules,” 
Kazakos concluded. 


Pots Paraskevopoulos criticized President Kostis 
Stefanopoulos in the 9 July weekly KIRIAKATIKI 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA for joining Papandreou in “com 
plaining” about the Cannes summit and for c-nctuding 
that “Europe has abandoned its principles and ideals.” 
Instead of contaimmg the prime munister’s ~anti- 
Europeanism, Siefanopoulos hastened to identify with 
him even before learning of the events at Cannes. 
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The president may have thought his stance would 
reinforce the “national consensus,” Paraskevopoulos 
wrote. Instead, he reinforced the anti-European climate 
that is taking shape in Greek public opinion. By siding 
with Papandreou when the opposition was criticizing 
him, he displayed impermissible political partiality. 
Both the president and the prime minister have a “short 
memory,” Paraskevopoulos charged, forgetting that the 
EU was forged solely on an economic basis. They 
should not have been surprised at “European cynicism” 
about EU-Turkish relations, nor should they have been 
angered by what they perceive as an abandonment 
of the EU’s founding principles. The Cannes summit 
should have taught the prime minister that Greek 
foreign policy does not coincide with European goals. 
Papandreou should also realize that Greece must not be 
in ©onflict with the EU, and that he cannot rely on “Bill 
Clu.’ o’s umbrella.” Greek membership in the EU was 
supposed to rescue the country from such “guardians 
and protectors." While the EU is not an “idyllic 
politico-economic” organization and its members have 
conflicting interests, it is the only forum in which 
Greece can survive and progress, Paraskevopoulos 
concluded. 


Having failed to shape a foreign policy, Greece has 
suffered from a lack of planning and information for 
years, contended Viktor Netas in the 4 July daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA. It continues to “put out fires as 
they emerge,” even in cases such as the Cannes summit, 
where it was perfectly aware of what its “partners” 
in the EU leadership were preparing. Athens persists 
in maintaing a “passive” attitude on its problems with 
Turkey. As a result, Netas conteded, it promotes its own 
interests, rather than Turkey's integration into Europe. 
EU leaders are “comfortable” with Greece's reaction 
and the fact that Turkish dissatisfaction is focused on 
Greece. Athens can ‘unmask the Europeans’ hypocrisy” 
by, instead of rejecting full Turkish integration into 
the EU, being the first to propose immediate accession 
negotiations. This would irritate many EU members who 
do not want to face the prospect of a massive influx of 
Turkish workers. More importantly, it is obvious that 
Turkey cannot begin the process of full membership 
because the present “anti-democratic” regime would 
collapse at the first sign of democratization. 


To be successful, these initiatives require study and 
planning, Netas warned. Above all, a political consensus 
on a national strategy must be achieved, and political 
parties should be prepared to “produce policies and not 
mere political gossip,” he concluded. 
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Papandreou Seen Determining Factor in PASOK 
95P20950B 


{(FBIS Media Note] Politicians who were active in 
the past 30 years are now passing from the scene, 
wrote Yiorgos Karelias in the 21 July Athens daily 
ELEVTHEROTIPIA. Former President Konstandinos 
Karamaniis left after “honorably discharging his duties.” 
Former New Democracy (ND) leader Konstandinos 
Mitsotakis still nourishes ambitions, but it is clear his 
possibilities for playing an important political role are 
limited. The “last of the Mohicans,” Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou, is again in power and his choices 
in the next couple of years will be determining, not 
only for his party, the Panhellenic Socialist Movement 
(PASOK), but for the Greek political scene, Karelias 
contended. 


The electorate’s “disillusionment and fatigue” following 
alternating PASOK and ND governments are revealed 
in polls conducted in the last two years, Karelias 
continued. The present PASOK government has been 
“disappointing,” especially because of its policy of 
austerity. However, the fact that in the view of public 
opinion the ND does not represent an alternative is 
proved by its failure to attract disillusioned PASOK 
voters. Although ND leader Miltiadhis Evert is “wisely” 
following a policy of Consensus on important national 
issues and does not practice “opposition for the sake 
of opposition” to win over “centrist” voters, polls have 
shown that the electorate remains distrustful. Moreover, 
PASOK appears to possess two comparative advantages 
over the ND. The party is believed to be more “centrist” 
than the ND, which is seen as situated more to the 
right. Secondly, PASOK is still the only party that can 
address the large pool of center-left or leftist voters, as 
indicated by the fact that the percentage of voters stating 
they would never vote for the ND is higher than those 
claiming “never PASOK.” Additionally, while the ND 
could theoretically attract some Political Spring voters, 
this appears impossible at this time. On the contrary, 
Andonis Samaras’ party, whose electoral base is both 
“unstable and fluid,” seems instead to be attracting 
traditional rightist voters. 


It is unlikely that new parties could successfully chal- 
lenge the status quo, Karelias continued. The inten- 
tion of establishing new parties, as indicated by former 
ND officials Mikhalis Papakonstandinou and Andreas 
Andrianopoulos, is “wishful thinking.” Consequently, 
politicians are calculating their moves on the basis of 
the present situation, which is entirely dependent on An- 
dreas Papandreou’s choices, for the future and w...ty of a 
party formed by a “mosaic of groups, currents, and inter- 
ests” is necessarily linked with the options of its leader. 
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The major question at this time in PASOK is how the 
party will fare in the next parliamentary elections un- 
der Papandreou’s—or someone else’s—leadership. As 
long as the prime minister does not elucidate what he 
meant at the party’s organizational conference when he 
stated that “the hour of withdrawal has not yet come for 
me,” anxiety will grow and potential “heirs-apparent” 
will inevitably clash, Karelias opined. Optimistic PA- 
SOK officials “want to believe” that Papandreou will 
make his “big move” at the proper time and lead a united 
party into the “post-Papandreou era” under conditions 
enabling it to claim power again. Given this premise, 
no PASOK officials would abandon the party if Papan- 
dreou’s eventual successor shows the ability to defeat 
Evert. If Papandreou does nothing, “all bets are off,” 
Karelies contended. However, PASOK “realists” believe 
Papandreou is not ready to relinquish the party's lead- 
ership in the next two years. They therefore expect thai 
the next elections will be difficult, as it will be the first 
time that Papandreou’s presence will be a disadvantage 
for PASOK in a confrontation with a “fifty-something” 
Evert. 
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Another factor that may influence developments, Kare- 
lias continued, is that PASOK’s present policies do not 
conform to the electorate’s preference for a center-left 
course, as revealed by the polls. If voters become con- 
vinced that the policies of the two large parties are basi- 
cally similar, intra~PASOK developments will take sec- 
ond place. The identity of Papandreou” successor will 
no longer be so important, for he could not persuade 
voters he represents a better solution than Evert, Kare- 
lias concluded. 


Correction to Editorial: Country ‘Nuclear Hostage’ 
NCO0709075095 


The following correction pertains to the item headlined 
“Editorial: Country “Nuclear Hostage” to U.S." pub- 
lished in the 7 August West Europe DAILY REPORT, 
page 36. 


Source line should read Athens KIRIAKATITKOS 
RIZOSPASTIC in Greek 6 Aug 95 p 9. 
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Mentese Views on Chamber of Commerce Report 


TAO808150095 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1100 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{FBIS Translated Text} Interior Minister Nahit Mentese 
has stated that no ideas that aim at undermining the uni- 
tary structure of Turkey will be considered. Replying to 
a question during his visit to the Diyarbakir Governor’s 
Office, Mentese said attempts to create an artificial dis- 
cussion platform regarding federation are being made in 
the wake of the report prepared by the Turkish Chamber 
of Commerce and Commodity Exchange on southeast 
Anatolia. Pointing out that the PKK [Workers Party of 
Kurdistan] terrorist organization aims to achieve a feder- 
ation, a federal state, and independence, Mentese added 
that people should not be taken in by such ploys, which 
aim at undermining the unitary structure of Turkey. 


Explaining that there are no ethnic problems in Turkey, 
Mentese added that all ethnic groups are united in 
friendship. Stating that a successful struggle is being 
waged against terrorism and that public order has been 
restored in the cities, Mentese said the hit- and-run 
operations perpetrated by the terrorist organization in 
the cities will soon be stopped. 


Mentese continued by saying that the government is 
giving priority to the development and betterment of the 
region now that terrorism has started to be of secondary 


importance. 


Cindoruk Knows Nothing of CIA 


TAO808182195 London Kanal-6 Television in Turkish 
1600 GMT 8 Aug 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Husamettin Cindoruk, speaker 
of the Turkish Grand National Assembly, who until 
today did not interfere in the controversy regarding the 
report prepared by the Turkish Chamber of Commerce 
and Commodity Exchange on southeast Anatolia, has 
stated that the report was blown out of proportion. 


Following is Cindoruk’s reaction to the argument be- 
tween Prime Minister Tansu Ciller and Motherland 
Party leader Mesut Yilmaz on whether the source of 
the report was the CIA: 


{Begin Cindoruk recording) This is not something | 
know about, because I have no connections with the 
CIA. I know nothing about the CIA issue. There is 
a tendency in Turkey to search for a CIA role in ail 
developments. Those who are connected with the CIA 
can make assessments on this issue. [end recording] 
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Officials View Situation, Consequences in Bosnia 
NC0808142795 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS 
in English 3 Aug 95 pp 1, A7 


[Report by Semih D. Idiz] 
(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—Optimism is seen to 
be increasing in Ankara, based on the events of the 


past two weeks, that an end to the war and suffering in 
Bosnia may finally be in sight. 


Officials who reflect this optimism, though, are quick to 
point out that a rise in the prospects for an early end to 
the war is not due to determined action from the United 
Nations or pressure from the West. 


They say what is increasing the prospects for an end to 
the war is not due to determined action from the United 
Nations or pressure from the West. 


They say what is increasing the prospects for an end to 
the worst bloodshed Europe has seen since World War 
Il is a “wide range of converging military and political 
factors on the ground,” some of which have manifested 
themselves unexpectedly recently. 


But, they add, the cost of peace being restored to this 
republic of the former Yugoslavia is that a Bosnian 
Serb-Serbia confederation may have to be accepted 
at the end of the day. Signalling that this may be 
“inevitable” these officials in this way also suggest that 
a shift in Ankara’s position on this issue may be shaping 
up. 


Officially, however, Ankara still remains against a 
confederation of this sort even if such a key Western 
country as France has been privately and publicly 
pushing for its acceptance for nearly a year now. 


Turkey warmly endorsed the confederal arrangement 
reached between the Bosnian Moslem-Croat Federation 
and Croatia. It has, however, opposed a Bosnian Serb- 
Serbia confederation arguing this would effectively give 
the Serbs their much-coveted “Greater Serbia" on a 
“silver plate.” 


Commenting to the TURKISH DAILY NEWS [TDN] 
on this point one official who wished to remain anony- 
mous said that any negative expectations in the Balkans 
from a Bosnian Serb-Serbia confederation could be 
“tempered” in the final settlement to the conflict. 


"Belgrade’s unequivocal recognition of Bosnia- 
Herzegovina’s territorial integrity would be an 
important step in the containment of collective 
nationalist-Serb ambitions,” this official said. 


“Milosevic has recognized the limits to Greater Serbia, 
the cost this has brought, and will bring to his people, 
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and what the world is ready to accept, as well as what 
it will not accept,” he said. 

He was referring to Serbia's strongman Slobodan Milo- 
sevic who is generally considered the prime mover be- 
hind Serbian ultra- nationalist aggression following the 
collapse of the Yugoslav Federation. 


Milosevic is posed today to regain “international re- 
spectability” by playing “peace broker” and to this end 
appears to have ended overt military assistance to the 
Bosnian Serbs even though covert assistance is widely 
believed to be continuing. 


This apparent severance of ties between Belgrade and 
the rebel Serb stronghold of Pale in Bosnia appears 
to have been sustained despite the materially and 
psychologically devastating blows the Bosnian Serbs 
were dealt recently by their mortal enemies the Croats 
in Western Bosnia. 


"This (Greater Serbia) project, as Serb nationalists 
conceived it when they started this war, is therefore 
probably for another, and distant, and most probably 
mythical spring,” the official talking to the TDN said. 


He conceded however that even if the Serbs have to 
give up for today on their “burning ambitions” in this 
respect, they will still have ended up with “much more 
than they started out with” as a result of the bloody 
war they waged in Bosnia. “This is perhaps one of the 
biggest sources of contention between the Bosnian Serb 
leadership and Milosevic presently. The former wants to 
go on to the bitter end, while Milosevic has recognized 
the limits now,” this official said. 


As for the “convergence of factors” that is leading to 
increased expectations in Ankara that the war may be 
ending, leading the list is what is being termed “the 
Bosnian Muslims’ refusal to simply sit down and die.” 


The following points are being made by officials in 
Ankara with respect to political and military factors 
which have increased the prospect of an early end to 
the war in Bosnia: 


From almost the very beginning the Bosnians facing 
Serb aggression have been written off as having “lost” 
and have been therefore exhorted directly or indirectly 
"to give up and prevent further bloodshed among their 


people.” 
With nowhere to go and live other than their own lands 


these Bosnians have refused to submit to these pressures 
and have fought on. 


An example is Bihac, the so-called U.N. safe haven, 
and the Bosnian Sth Corps there which were written off 
as far back as last November as being on the verge of 
being overrun by the Serbs. Bihac, for all the advances 
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the Serbs have made recently, is still standing and the 
Sth Corps is holding out against overwhelming odds 
albeit at great cost and sacrifice. 


The Croatian entry into the war in Bosnia last week and 
the swift advances it made in the heartland of rebel Serb 
held territory, has led to the loss of strategic towns for 
the Serbs. 


Perhaps equally important however is that this also 
dealt the Serbs’ self-confidence a devastating blow, 
demonstrating “what they have to chew” after having 
“bitten off" far more than they are capable of reasonably 
defending. 


This operation by the Croats, when combined with 
the recent successful operation in the rebel Serb held 
territory in Croatia, shows the capability of the Croatian 
army to tip the military balance against the Bosnian 
Serbs in swift and unexpected ways. 


In the meantime the gains made by the Croatian forces 
in Western Bosnia have also gone significantly towards 
counterbalancing the recent losses of poorly defended 
Srebrenica and Zepa to Bosnian Serbs. 


The Serbs’ use of the “heavy weaponry advantage” and 
the “unmitigated terror against civilians” tactic has lead 
to overt impressions of “great achievements” for them 
as in Srebrenica and Zepa recently. 


But once the "playing field is Jevelled,” as has happened 
to an extent with the Croat onslaught in Western Bosnia, 
many military analysts say the thinly stretched Serbs are 
in a worse position than is generally accepted. 


These developments, when weighed against the back- 
drop of intelligence reports indicating that the Bosnians 
are getting better organized as fighters, and are increas- 
ingly securing military aid from various sources, while 
demoralization is on the rise on the Serbian side, in- 
evitably adds to the declining self-confidence and in- 
creasing discomfort of the rebel Serb leadership. 


Politically speaking the rebel Serbs have also gotten 
key messages from the latest Croat onslaught, the most 
significant of which is, of course, that Belgrade is not at 
Pale’s beck and call to run to the rescue of Serb brethren 
any more, be they in Serb-held Krajina, in Croatia or 
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Clearly Milosevic has to weigh 
the advantages he has managed to secure with the West 
over the past year against the disadvantages of being 
hurled back to the position of international pariah and 
this is seen to be working against the Rebel Serbs. 


Another key message for the rebel Serbs is that be- 
cause their actions have automatically placed them in 
the “guilty” category in international public opinion, the 
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recent Croat onslaughts in Krajina and Bosnia have re- 
ceived international sympathy even if officially every- 
one is concerned these developments may “widen the 
war.” 

U.S. officials, for example, have been quoted in the 
media as making no secret of their pleasure in this 
respect and of even pointing to a sense of “divine 
retribution” in the face of images of thousands of Serb 
refugees running away from Croat and Muslim forces. 


This, combined with Russia's failed attempt to get the 
U.N. Security Council to condemn the Croats this week, 
inevitably leaves the Serbs facing the reality that the 
Croat onslaught will ultimately have the blessing of key 
Western countries. 


While visibly meek in the face of what has been allowed 
to happen in Bosnia, the U.N. and Western powers 
are now being unwittingly pushed into a position of 
engaging the Serbs militarily. 

Having made their threats to the Serbs following the 
taking of U.N. peacekeepers as hostages, the fall of 
Srebrenica and Zepa and the generally scornful attitude 
the Serbs have shown to the U.N., the West has now 
raised the stakes by adding “clout” to its threats. 


There is still no evidence of course that all this will go 
beyond military “muscle flexing” by the Western powers 
but the Serbs have placed themselves in a position in 
which they can no longer take “Western inactivity” for 
granted. In the words of one Turkish official, “the Serbs 
have simply gone a safe haven too far.” 


Given these developments, all the Bosnian government 
has to do now is to keep on holding out against the 
Serbs because time appears to be on its side albeit 
at a great cost in human lives. There is a growing 
global perception that the Bosnians are a people who 
are facing horrendous crimes which are uracceptable 
for the proper functioning of the “concord of nations.” 


This is coupled with a growing awareness that devel- 
opments in Bosnia are increasingly detrimental not just 
for regional but also international stability. 


The fact that members of the Bosnian Serb leadership 
have been irreversibly indicted as “war criminals,” and 
the fact that the Islamic sensibilities have now been 
deeply aroused over Bosnia as far afield as Bangladesh, 
Malaysia and Brunei, are all factors which are helping 
the Bosnian government as it holds out against the 
Serbs. 


In this respect the wedge that Bosnia is poised to drive 
between Islamic and Christian nations, just at a time 
when there is a growing need for comity between these 
nations to overcome fundamentalism on all sides, is also 
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believed by Ankara to be one of the key factors that will 
further isolate the Bosnian Serbs and tip the balance 
against them, thus expediting the end of the war. 


Greek Allegations on Territorial Ambitions Denied 


TA0808121695 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1020 GMT 8 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text) Ankara (A.A) — Turkey had 
no territorial ambitions and she respected fully the 
territorial integrity of her neighbors, including Greece, 
United Nation's permanent representative Ambassador 
Inal Batu said. 


Inal Batu sent a letter to secretary general of the United 
Nations Butrus Butrus-Ghali, to answer the accusations 
of Greece in a letter sent to secretary general by 


Greece’s UN permanent representative. 


Permanent mission of Turkey was not responsible for 
either initiation or the continuation of this exchange 
of letters, however this mission would not refrain from 
responding to Greek allegations, as deemed necessary, 
Batu said. 


Reiterating that Turkey had no territorial ambitions 
and she respected fully the territorial integrity of her 
neighbors, Batu called Greece to announce that she did 
not harbor any territorial ambitions with regard to so 
called “lost homelands’. "This may not be an easy task 
for the Greek government. The irredentist nature of 
Greek foreign policy manifests itself in more than one 
way’ said Batu. 


Batu has said that there was an ample evidence that sep- 
aratist terrorist organization was supported by Greece, 
politically, morally, financially and logistically. ‘From 
the dispositions of militants, it is understood that terror- 
ists have been trained in Greece and later sent to Turkey 
to stage violent attacks on tourists resorts,” Batu said. 


Reminding that, in the past decade, some 5.000 civilians 
had fallen victim to terrorism in southern Turkey, 
Batu said Greece had not expressed a single word of 
condemnation against this murderous campaign. ‘On the 
contrary, she has chosen to employ this as a weapon 
against Turkey in her self-declared struggle against 
Ankara,’ Batu added. 


Ethnic Turks had systematically been subjected to 
human rights abuses involving denials of civil and 
political rights, interference with the free exercise of 
religion and denial of ethnic identity Batu said, adding 
that ‘in order to be able to preach on democratic 
freedoms, Greece should first clear her house from 
the shame of her treatment of the Turkish-Moslem 
minority.” 
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Batu asked for United Nations this letter to be circulated 
as a document of the General Assembly and the Security 
Council. 


U.S. Kurdish Policy, Effect on Turkey Discussed 


NCO0808201995 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
31 Jul 9S p9 


[From the “Problems in Politics” column by Ergun 
Balci: “Northern Iraq”} 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Turkish newspapers have fo- 
cused their attention on the crisis in Bosnia. Conse- 
quently, they have not covered the developments in 
northern Iraq extensively enough. However, confusion 
reigns in northern Irag. Hundreds of people have been 
killed in the recent clashes between the supporters of 
Democratic Party of Kurdistan leader Mas’ud Barzani 
and Patriotic Union of Kurdistan leader Jalal Talabani. 
It will be recalled that clashes between the two sides 
resumed on 4 July. 


The United States took action when the clashes became 
widespread. It was reported that Barzani and Talabani 
agreed to Washington’s mediation and that the two 
leaders would hold talks under U.S. auspices. 


The situation in northern Irag is one of the most seri- 
ous fiascoes for U.S. foreign policy since the Gulf War. 
Since the war, Washington has tried to convince itself 
and its allies that Saddam Husayn’s fall is imminent. 
Unfortunately, Turkey has suffered gravely from Wash- 
ington’s mistaken policy. 


The embargo on Irag has been maintained regardless of 
the fact that the Saddam administration has fully com- 
plied with the UN requirements for Iraq's demilitariza- 
tion. Meanwhile, it was believed that an autonomous 
administration could be established in northern Iraq, 
where the people still live within the limits of a tribal 
existence. However, anarchy has resulted instead. Un- 
fortunately, the Workers Party of Kurdistan [PKK] has 
benefited from the power vacuum in the regi. i. Conse- 
quently, Turkey has been forced to struggle against the 
PKK militants in northern Iraq, as if the economic loss 
Turkey has suffered as a result of the UN embargo was 
not enough. It will be recalled that Turkey's losses as a 
result of the embargo totals billions of dollars. Unfor- 
tunately, several circles in the Turkish press have de- 
fended Washington's bungled approach despite the fact 
that France, Russia, Germany, and Italy have criticized 
it. [passage omitted] 

Will Washington's new mediation effort work? We are 
skeptical. The economic aspect of the dispute between 
Barzani and Talabani is very important because each 
of them wants to take control of the region. Barzani 
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has not shared the customs revenues he collects at the 
Habur border gate with Jalal Talabani. The latter insists 
that the revenues should be shared by both parties. In 
addition to the rivalry between the tribes, struggle for 
power, and economic problems in northern Iraq, Iran has 
made an effort to add to the confusion in the region by 
encouraging the Kurdish groups that support the Tehran 
Administration. Naturally, Turkey has suffered from all 
of this. Meanwhile, Washington has blocked Ankara’s 
attempts to encourage Barzani and Talabani to establish 
a dialogue with the Saddam Administration in Baghdad. 


Turkey agreed after its operation in northern Iraq 
in March to cooperate with Barzani and Talabani 
in providing border security. That was prompted by 
the pressure Washington put on Ankara. However, it 
was obvious that the effort would be unsuccessful. In 
view of thai, nothing much should be expected from 
Washington's mediation of the dispute between Barzani 
and Talabani. Therefore, Ankara must establish security 
in Turkey. What is more important, it must realize that 
a solution must be found to the Kurdish problem in 
Turkey itself. That can be achieved through democratic 
reforms. 


Iraq Warns Ankara About U.S. Kurdish Policy 
NC0808192895 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
| Aug 95 p& 


(FBIS Translated Text) Ankara—trag has criticized 
the U.S. policy on northern Irag and said that the 
presence of U.S. military units in southeastern Turkey 
and Washington's “destructive” police on northern Iraq 
should be a lesson for Ankara. 


The Iragi Embassy in Ankara issued a written statement 
on Saturday [29 July) outlining Minister of Culture 
and Information Hamid Yusuf Hammadi’s reaction to 
the U.S. officials’ view that talks between the Kurdish 
groups and the Baghdad administration will not yield 
positive results. Hammadi stressed that U.S. policy is 
not aimed al promoting the interests of iraq’s Kurdish 
citizens. He said that it is aimed at using the Kurdish 
people for “dirty designs” against Iraq. 


Hammadi said that U.S. officials have informed the 
groups in northern Irag that their talks with the Baghdad 
administration “will not yield positive results.” He 
asserted: “The U.S. presence in the region is not aimed 
at safeguarding the interests of the Kurdish citizens in 
Iraq. The United States wants to use our Kurdish citizens 
against us. It wants to continue the embargo on Iraq in 
order to get millions of dollars from Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia.” 
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“Reconsider the Situation” 


Hammadi said that the facts compel the countries that 
either support the embargo or oppose it to seriously 
reconsider the situation. He asserted: “France is one of 
the countries that must reassess the situation. Turkey 
must do so too. The threat that the presence of the U.S. 
military units poses to Turkey and the destructive U.S. 
policy on northern Irag should be a lesson for Ankara.” 
Hammadi called on the Kurdish citizens not to take part 
in the “dirty plan” the United States wants to use to 
promote its interests, and it urged them to hold talks 
with the Baghdad Administration to strengthen Iraq's 
unity. 


Iran Denies That Providing Bases for PKK 


LD0808082295 Tehran IRNA in English 
0622 GMT 8 Aug 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara, Aug 8, IRNA — The 
Embassy of the Islamic Republic of Iran in Ankara 
in a statement Monday [7 August] rejected claims by 
the Istanbul-based daily, AKSAM, accusing Iran of 
providing bases for the Kurdish Workers Party (PKK) 
in its territory. 

AKSAM claimed that Turkish officials had submitted 
documents and maps (to the Iranian officials showing 
the exact locations of the PKK bases in Iran. 


The claim, appearing on the Saturday issue of the daily 
with no mention of the source, comes immediately after 
the joint meeting of Iranian and Turkish officials at the 
eleventh security session in Ankara last week. 
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Terming the allegations as “totally empty and baseless”, 
the embassy statement said that no documents or 
maps had been submitted io the Iranian delegation in 
connection to the alleged bases. 

The Islamic Republic of Iran on various occasions 
has offered assistance to the Turkish Government in 
resolving its security problems in southeastern regions 
up to the present time, the statement read. 

It added that senior Turkish officials in Ankara had 
repeatedly thanked the Islamic Republic of Iran in this 
regard. 


it noted that the joint Iran-Turkey security committee is 
the most important channel of cooperation between the 
two countries in relation to matters pertaining to border 
security affairs. 

The joint Iran-Turkey security committee has played 
an important and constructive role in defusing misun- 
derstanding in matters related to border problems be- 
tween the two countries, the statement said. Moreover, 
it stressed, the officials of Turkey had frequently ex- 
pressed their satisfaction over the regular meetings of 
the committee. 

The United States, the Zionist regime and outlawed 
groups are feeling the pinch of Iran's cooperation with 
Turkey in border security affairs.” the statement pointed 
out. 

It concluded by saying that certain factions and influen- 
tial figures in Turkey are directly or indirectly affected 
and influenced by the American and Zionist schemes. 
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